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AGENCY DESCRIPTION 
 

The council is authorized to advise the supreme court, the governor, and the legislature on any matter 
affecting the administration of justice in Wisconsin, and it may recommend legislation to change the 
procedure, jurisdiction, or organization of the courts.  The council studies the rules of pleading, practice, 
and procedure and advises the supreme court about changes that will simplify procedure and promote 
efficiency. 
The council consists of 21 members as follows:  a supreme court justice designated by the supreme 
court; a court of appeals judge designated by the court of appeals; the director of state courts or his or her 
designee; four circuit court judges selected by the judicial conference; the attorney general or his or her 
designee; the chief of the legislative reference bureau or his or her designee; the deans of the University 
of Wisconsin and Marquette University law schools or a designated member of the respective law school 
faculties; the state public defender or his or her designee; the president-elect of the State Bar of 
Wisconsin or a designated member of the board of governors of the state bar; three members of the state 
bar selected by the state bar; one district attorney appointed by the governor; and two citizens at large 
appoint by the governor.  
 
 

 
 

MISSION 
 

The mission of the council is to study and make recommendations relating to court pleadings, practices 
and procedures; and organization, jurisdiction and methods of administration and operation of Wisconsin 
courts. 
 
 

 
 

PROGRAMS, GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Program 1:  Advisory Services to the Courts and the Legislature 
 
Goal:  Improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the Wisconsin court system. 
 
Objective/Activity:  The council studies the rules of pleading, practice and procedure and advises the 
supreme court on changes that will simplify procedures and promote efficiency. The council studies court 
administration throughout the state, and can receive, investigate and recommend proposed changes to 
the administration of justice in Wisconsin. The council is to be aware of judicial decisions and proposed 
legislation that would impact courts. The council is also empowered to recommend to the supreme court, 
governor and legislature any changes in the organization, jurisdiction, operation and business methods of 
the courts that would result in a more effective and cost-efficient court system. 
 



PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
 
2011 AND 2012 GOALS AND ACTUALS 
 
Prog. 
No. 

Performance Measure Goal 
2011 

Actual 
2011 

Goal 
2012 

Actual 
2012 

1. Review and draft 
recommended amendments to 
the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. 

 Worked with 
the Legislative 
Reference 
Bureau to 
amend the 
comprehensive 
draft bill 
prepared by 
the Judicial 
Council 
containing 
revisions to 
eight 
chapters.1 

Provide draft 
bill regarding 
procedures 
and rules 
governing the 
use of 
presentence 
investigation 
reports before 
and after 
sentencing to 
the legislature 
for 
introduction. 

Finalized 
comprehensive 
draft bill and 
began meeting 
with legislators 
and interested 
groups regarding 
introduction. 
Bill regarding 
procedures and 
rules governing 
the use of 
presentence 
investigation 
reports before 
and after 
sentencing is 
ready for 
introduction. 

1. Review and research 
amendments to the Rules of 
Evidence. 

Begin working 
with the 
Legislative 
Reference 
Bureau to draft 
bill containing 
recommended 
amendments. 

Completed 
study of six of 
the thirteen 
evidentiary 
rules identified 
for further 
study and 
drafted 
recommended 
revisions to 
reflect current 
case law and 
maintain 
cohesion and 
consistency 
with modern 
practice.   

Continue 
working with 
LRB to draft bill 
containing 
recommended 
amendments 
to the rules of 
evidence and 
begin drafting 
supreme court 
rule change 
petition to 
amend the 
rules of 
evidence. 

Completed study 
of eight of the 
thirteen 
evidentiary rules 
identified for 
further study and 
drafted 
recommended 
revisions to 
reflect current 
case law and 
maintain 
cohesion and 
consistency with 
modern practice. 
Identified two 
additional rules 
for further study. 
 

1. Timely response to requests to 
review Supreme Court rules. 

Provide 
recommenda-
tions regarding 
Supreme Court 

The new rules 
drafted by the 
Judicial 
Council and 

Provide 
recommenda-
tions regarding 
supreme court 

Studied and 
drafted proposal 
to protect the 
identity of victims 

                                                           
1 During a second comprehensive review by the full Council some minor revisions to the 359-page draft 
bill were identified.  The Council continued to work with the Legislative Reference Bureau to finalize the 
bill for introduction. 



Prog. 
No. 

Performance Measure Goal 
2011 

Actual 
2011 

Goal 
2012 

Actual 
2012 

rules changes. adopted by the 
Supreme Court 
regarding 
discovery of 
electronically 
stored 
information 
became 
effective 
January 1, 
2011. 
At Supreme 
Courts urging, 
studied and 
drafted rules to 
address 
inadvertent 
disclosure of 
privileged 
information. 

rules changes, 
including 
procedural 
rules governing 
the 
ghostwriting of 
legal 
documents.2 

in appellate 
documents 
publically 
available via the 
internet. 
Filed supreme 
court rule change 
petition 12-03 to 
address 
inadvertent 
disclosure of 
privileged 
information. 

 
 
 
2013, 2014 AND 2015 GOALS 
 
Prog. 
No. 

Performance Measure Goal 
2013

Goal 
2014 

Goal 
2015

1. Review and draft recommended 
amendments to the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. 

Study and draft 
recommendations 
concerning the 
proper 
procedures for 
issuing a warrant, 
executing that 
warrant, and other 
procedural 
concerns related 
to police searches 
using GPS 
technology. 

Begin working 
with the 
Legislative 
Reference Bureau 
to draft bill 
containing 
recommended 
amendments 
related to police 
searches using 
GPS technology. 
Study and draft 
recommendations 
concerning plea 
withdrawal. 

Provide draft bill 
addressing 
procedural 
concerns related 
to police searches 
using GPS 
technology to the 
legislature for 
introduction. 
Begin working 
with the 
Legislative 
Reference Bureau 
to draft bill 
containing 
amendments 
regarding plea 
withdrawal. 

1. Review and research amendments to Continue to study Begin working Provide draft bill 

                                                           
2 The Supreme Court's Planning and Policy Advisory Committee has appointed a committee to draft 
procedural rules governing limited scope representation, which includes the ghostwriting of legal 
documents.  The Council remains available to provide assistance, if requested. 



Prog. 
No. 

Performance Measure Goal 
2013 

Goal 
2014 

Goal 
2015 

the Rules of Evidence. and draft 
recommended 
revisions to reflect 
current case law 
and maintain 
cohesion and 
consistency with 
modern practice. 

with the 
Legislative 
Reference Bureau 
to draft bill 
containing 
recommended 
amendments and 
begin drafting 
supreme court 
rule change 
petition to amend 
the rules of 
evidence. 

to the legislature 
for introduction 
and file supreme 
court rule change 
petition to amend 
the rules of 
evidence.3 

1. Review and research amendments to 
the Rules of Civil Procedure 

Begin 
comprehensive 
code amendment 
process by 
identifying rules 
that are 
inconsistent with 
current practice or 
case law. 

Begin studying 
rules that have 
been identified as 
inconsistent with 
current practice or 
case law and 
drafting 
recommended 
amendments. 

Continue studying 
rules that have 
been identified as 
inconsistent with 
current practice or 
case law and 
drafting 
recommended 
amendments. 

1. Timely response to requests to review 
Supreme Court rules. 

Draft and file 
supreme court 
rule change 
petition to protect 
the identity of 
victims in 
appellate 
documents 
publically 
available via the 
internet. 

Study and 
recommend 
amendments to 
promote greater 
consistency and 
completeness of 
the record on 
appeal. 

Draft and file 
supreme court 
rule change 
petition to 
promote greater 
consistency and 
completeness of 
the record on 
appeal. 

 

                                                           
3 Some evidentiary rules must be amendment by legislation, while some are enacted by Supreme Court rule. 



Wisconsin Judicial Council 
Organization Chart 

110 East Main Street, Suite 822 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703-3328 

 

 
Members of the Council Staff 

Thomas W. Bertz, Chair 
Attorney at Law 
APPT: State Bar 

April M. Southwick  
Attorney at Law 

Hon. Brian W. Blanchard, Vice Chair 
Court of Appeals - District IV  

APPT: Court of Appeals 

 

Christine Rew Barden 
Attorney at Law 

APPT: State Bar President-Elect 

 

Allan M. Foeckler 
Attorney at Law 

APPT: Governor’s Appointment 

 

William C. Gleisner 
Attorney at Law 
APPT: State Bar 

 

Tracy K. Kuczenski  
Legislative Reference Bureau 

APPT: Legislative Reference Bureau 

 

Catherine A. LaFleur  
Attorney at Law 
APPT: State Bar 

 

Hon. Mark Mangerson 
Court of Appeals - District III  

APPT: Judicial Conference 

 

Representative Jim Ott 
Assembly Judiciary Committee Chair 

APPT: Legislature Designee 

 

Hon. Gerald P. Ptacek 
Racine County Circuit Court 
APPT: Judicial Conference 

 



 
Hon. Patience Drake Roggensack 

Wisconsin Supreme Court 
APPT: Supreme Court 

 

District Attorney Brad Schimel 
Waukesha County  

APPT: Governor's DA Appointment 

 

David E. Schultz 
Professor of Law 

APPT: Dean, UW Law School 

 

Thomas L. Shriner 
Adjunct Professor of Law  

APPT: Dean, Marquette Law School 

 

Marla J. Stephens 
Director, SPD Appellate Div. 

APPT: State Public Defender Designee 

 

Greg M. Weber 
Assistant Attorney General 

APPT: Attorney General Designee 

 

A. John Voelker 
Director of State Courts 
APPT: Dir. State Courts 

 

Hon. Mary K. Wagner 
Kenosha County Circuit Court 

APPT: Judicial Conference 

 

Hon. Maxine A. White  
Milwaukee County Circuit Court  

APPT: Judicial Conference 

 

Senator Fred Risser  
Senate Judiciary Committee Chair 

APPT: Legislature Designee 

 

Vacancy 
APPT:  Governor’s Appointment 
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  ANNUAL SUMMARY BIENNIAL SUMMARY

Source of 
Funds 

Prior Year 
Total 

Adjusted 
Base

1st Year 
Total

2nd Year 
Total

1st 
Year 
FTE

2nd 
Year 
FTE 

Base Year 
Doubled 

(BYD)
Biennial 
Request

Change 
From  (BYD)

Change 
From 
BYD % 

GPR  S $68,026 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.8%

Total  $68,026 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.8%

PR  S $46,114 $0 $0 $0 0.00 0.00 $0 $0 $0  

Total  $46,114 $0 $0 $0 0.00 0.00 $0 $0 $0  

Grand 
Total 

 $114,140 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.8%

 

 



    

 Agency Total by Program 
 

  
    

 670 Judicial Council 
 

 1315 Biennial Budget
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   ANNUAL SUMMARY BIENNIAL SUMMARY

Source of Funds 
Prior Year 

Actual Adjusted Base 1st Year Total
2nd Year 

Total 1st Year FTE
2nd Year 

FTE 

Base Year 
Doubled 

(BYD)
Biennial 
Request

Change From  
(BYD)

Change From 
BYD %

01  ADVISORY SERVICES TO THE COURTS AND THE LEGISLATURE

Non Federal          

GPR $0 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.84%

 S $0 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.84%

            
Total - Non 
Federal 

$0 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.84%

 S $0 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.84%

            
PGM 01 Total  $0 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.84%

            
GPR  $0 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.84%

 S $0 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.84%

            

            

            
TOTAL 01  $0 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.84%

 S $0 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.84%

            

            
Agency Total  $0 $69,700 $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00 $139,400 $249,300 $109,900 78.84%

 

 

 



Agency Total by Decision Item 
 

   
     
 

Judicial Council 
 

   
  

1315 Biennial Budget
 

 

     
  

Decision Item 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total
1st Year 

FTE
2nd Year 

FTE

2000 Adjusted Base Funding Level $69,700 $69,700 1.00 1.00

3003 Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries and Fringe Benefits ($3,700) ($3,700) 0.00 0.00

3010 Full Funding of Lease and Directed Moves Costs $500 $800 0.00 0.00

7100 Restore Funding and Position $58,000 $58,000 0.00 0.00

TOTAL $124,500 $124,800 1.00 1.00
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Decision Item (DIN) - 2000 

Adjusted Base Funding Level 
 

NARRATIVE 

Adjusted Base Funding Level 
 

 

 
 
 

Decision Item by Line  
 

 

1315 Biennial Budget
    

       

  

CODES 
 

TITLES
 

 

 

DEPARTMENT 
 

670 
 

Judicial Council
 

 

       

  

CODES 
 

TITLES
 

 

 

DECISION ITEM 
 

2000 
 

Adjusted Base Funding Level
 

 

       

 

 Expenditure items 1st Year Cost 2nd Year Cost 

01 Permanent Position Salaries $31,900 $31,900

02 Turnover $0 $0

03 Project Position Salaries $0 $0

04 LTE/Misc. Salaries $0 $0

05 Fringe Benefits $16,400 $16,400

06 Supplies and Services $21,400 $21,400

07 Permanent Property $0 $0

08 Unalloted Reserve $0 $0

09 Aids to Individuals Organizations $0 $0

10 Local Assistance $0 $0

11 One-time Financing $0 $0

12 Debt Service $0 $0

13  $0 $0

14  $0 $0

15  $0 $0

16  $0 $0

17 Total Cost $69,700 $69,700

18 Project Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00

19 Classified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00

20 Unclassified Positions Authorized 1.00 1.00
 

 



 
Decision Item by Numeric 

 

   
 

1315 Biennial Budget
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Program Decision Item/Numeric 1st Year Total
2nd Year 

Total
1st Year 

FTE 
2nd Year 

FTE

   2000 Adjusted Base Funding Level 

01 Advisory services to the courts and 
the legislature 

    

01 General program operations $69,700 $69,700 0.50 0.50

30 Dir state crts and law library $0 $0 0.50 0.50

Advisory services to the courts and 
the legislature SubTotal

$69,700 $69,700 1.00 1.00

 Adjusted Base Funding Level 
SubTotal 

$69,700 $69,700 1.00 1.00

     

Agency Total $69,700 $69,700 1.00 1.00
 

 

 



 
Decision Item by Fund Source 
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Source of Funds 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total
1st Year 

FTE 

2nd 
Year 
FTE

 Decision Item 2000 Adjusted Base Funding Level 

GPR  S $69,700 $69,700 0.50 0.50

PR  S $0 $0 0.50 0.50

Total  $69,700 $69,700 1.00 1.00

Agency Total   $69,700 $69,700 1.00 1.00
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Decision Item (DIN) - 3003 

Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries and Fringe Benefits 

 

NARRATIVE 

Standard Budget Adjustment - Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries and Fringe Benefits 
 

 

 
 
 

Decision Item by Line  
 

 

1315 Biennial Budget
    

       

  

CODES 
 

TITLES
 

 

 

DEPARTMENT 
 

670 
 

Judicial Council
 

 

       

  

CODES 
 

TITLES
 

 

 

DECISION ITEM 
 

3003 
 

Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries and 
Fringe Benefits

 

 

       

 

 Expenditure items 1st Year Cost 2nd Year Cost 

01 Permanent Position Salaries ($2,700) ($2,700)

02 Turnover $0 $0

03 Project Position Salaries $0 $0

04 LTE/Misc. Salaries $0 $0

05 Fringe Benefits ($1,000) ($1,000)

06 Supplies and Services $0 $0

07 Permanent Property $0 $0

08 Unalloted Reserve $0 $0

09 Aids to Individuals Organizations $0 $0

10 Local Assistance $0 $0

11 One-time Financing $0 $0

12 Debt Service $0 $0

13  $0 $0

14  $0 $0

15  $0 $0

16  $0 $0

17 Total Cost ($3,700) ($3,700)

18 Project Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00

19 Classified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00

20 Unclassified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00
 

 



 
Decision Item by Numeric 
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Program Decision Item/Numeric 1st Year Total
2nd Year 

Total
1st Year 

FTE 
2nd Year 

FTE

   3003 Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries and 
Fringe Benefits

01 Advisory services to the courts and 
the legislature 

    

01 General program operations ($3,700) ($3,700) 0.00 0.00

Advisory services to the courts and 
the legislature SubTotal

($3,700) ($3,700) 0.00 0.00

 Full Funding of Continuing Position 
Salaries and Fringe Benefits 

SubTotal 

($3,700) ($3,700) 0.00 0.00

     

Agency Total ($3,700) ($3,700) 0.00 0.00
 

 

 



 
Decision Item by Fund Source 
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Source of Funds 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total
1st Year 

FTE 

2nd 
Year 
FTE

 Decision Item 3003 Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries and Fringe Benefits

GPR  S ($3,700) ($3,700) 0.00 0.00

Total  ($3,700) ($3,700) 0.00 0.00

Agency Total   ($3,700) ($3,700) 0.00 0.00
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Decision Item (DIN) - 3010 

Full Funding of Lease and Directed Moves Costs 

 

NARRATIVE 

Standard Budget Adjustment - Full Funding of Lease and Directed Moves Costs 
 

 

 
 
 

Decision Item by Line  
 

 

1315 Biennial Budget
    

       

  

CODES 
 

TITLES
 

 

 

DEPARTMENT 
 

670 
 

Judicial Council
 

 

       

  

CODES 
 

TITLES
 

 

 

DECISION ITEM 
 

3010 
 

Full Funding of Lease and Directed Moves Costs
 

 

       

 

 Expenditure items 1st Year Cost 2nd Year Cost 

01 Permanent Position Salaries $0 $0

02 Turnover $0 $0

03 Project Position Salaries $0 $0

04 LTE/Misc. Salaries $0 $0

05 Fringe Benefits $0 $0

06 Supplies and Services $500 $800

07 Permanent Property $0 $0

08 Unalloted Reserve $0 $0

09 Aids to Individuals Organizations $0 $0

10 Local Assistance $0 $0

11 One-time Financing $0 $0

12 Debt Service $0 $0

13  $0 $0

14  $0 $0

15  $0 $0

16  $0 $0

17 Total Cost $500 $800

18 Project Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00

19 Classified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00

20 Unclassified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00
 

 



 
Decision Item by Numeric 

 

   
 

1315 Biennial Budget
   

    

Judicial Council 
 

 

   
 

Page 20 of 27 
 

   

  

Program Decision Item/Numeric 1st Year Total
2nd Year 

Total
1st Year 

FTE 
2nd Year 

FTE

   3010 Full Funding of Lease and Directed Moves Costs

01 Advisory services to the courts and 
the legislature 

    

01 General program operations $500 $800 0.00 0.00

Advisory services to the courts and 
the legislature SubTotal

$500 $800 0.00 0.00

 Full Funding of Lease and Directed 
Moves Costs SubTotal

$500 $800 0.00 0.00

     

Agency Total $500 $800 0.00 0.00
 

 

 



 
Decision Item by Fund Source 
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Source of Funds 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total
1st Year 

FTE 

2nd 
Year 
FTE

 Decision Item 3010 Full Funding of Lease and Directed Moves Costs 

GPR  S $500 $800 0.00 0.00

Total  $500 $800 0.00 0.00

Agency Total   $500 $800 0.00 0.00
 

 

 



 

Decision Item (DIN) - 7100 

Restore Funding and Position 

 

NARRATIVE 

The Judicial Council requests reallocation of PR funding and 0.5 FTE unclassified attorney position to 
GPR funding to return the Council to the funding and staffing level it maintained prior to the 2011-13 
biennial budget. 

 

 

 
 

Decision Item by Line  
 

 

1315 Biennial Budget
    

       

  

CODES 
 

TITLES
 

 

 

DEPARTMENT 
 

670 
 

Judicial Council
 

 

       

  

CODES 
 

TITLES
 

 

 

DECISION ITEM 
 

7100 
 

Restore Funding and Position
 

 

       

 
 Expenditure items 1st Year Cost 2nd Year Cost 

01 Permanent Position Salaries $29,300 $29,300

02 Turnover $0 $0

03 Project Position Salaries $0 $0

04 LTE/Misc. Salaries $0 $0

05 Fringe Benefits $15,400 $15,400

06 Supplies and Services $13,300 $13,300

07 Permanent Property $0 $0

08 Unalloted Reserve $0 $0

09 Aids to Individuals Organizations $0 $0

10 Local Assistance $0 $0

11 One-time Financing $0 $0

12 Debt Service $0 $0

13  $0 $0

14  $0 $0

15  $0 $0

16  $0 $0

17 Total Cost $58,000 $58,000

18 Project Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00

19 Classified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00

20 Unclassified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00









 
Decision Item by Numeric 
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Program Decision Item/Numeric 1st Year Total
2nd Year 

Total
1st Year 

FTE 
2nd Year 

FTE

   7100 Restore Funding and Position 

01 Advisory services to the courts and 
the legislature 

    

01 General program operations $58,000 $58,000 0.50 0.50

30 Dir state crts and law library $0 $0 (0.50) (0.50)

Advisory services to the courts and 
the legislature SubTotal

$58,000 $58,000 0.00 0.00

 Restore Funding and Position 
SubTotal 

$58,000 $58,000 0.00 0.00

     

Agency Total $58,000 $58,000 0.00 0.00
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Source of Funds 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total
1st Year 

FTE 

2nd 
Year 
FTE

 Decision Item 7100 Restore Funding and Position 

GPR  S $58,000 $58,000 0.50 0.50

PR  S $0 $0 (0.50) (0.50)

Total  $58,000 $58,000 0.00 0.00

Agency Total   $58,000 $58,000 0.00 0.00
 

 

 
 


