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COURT DESCRIPTION 
 
The Circuit Courts are Wisconsin's courts of general jurisdiction and consist of 261 judicial positions in 
69 judicial circuits.  2019 Wisconsin Act 184 authorized the creation of 12 additional circuit court branches 
across two biennia. As of August 1, 2021 there were 253 judicial positions and as of August 1, 2022 there were 
257 judicial positions. The last four circuit court branched were created in the 2023-2025 biennium on August 
1, 2023 increasing judicial positions to 261.  
 
Each county in the state is a circuit, with the exception of Pepin and Buffalo, Menominee and Shawano, and 
Forest and Florence, which are paired to form three circuits.  A circuit may consist of more than one branch 
(judge) where the volume of litigation warrants.  Of the 69 circuits, 48 contain multiple branches. 
 
The Circuit Courts have original jurisdiction in all criminal, civil, juvenile, family and probate cases unless 
exclusive jurisdiction has been given to another court.  The courts have appellate jurisdiction over orders and 
judgments of the municipal courts and the responsibility to review decisions and orders of state administrative 
agencies. 
 
For purposes of management, the Circuit Courts are divided into nine administrative districts.  Each district has 
a chief judge appointed by the Supreme Court and a district court administrator, who administers the business 
of the judicial branch in that district in cooperation with the director of state courts at the direction of the chief 
justice. 
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Agency Total by Fund Source 
  

   

Circuit Courts 2527 Biennial Budget 
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ANNUAL SUMMARY BIENNIAL SUMMARY 
 

Source of 
Funds 

 Prior Year Total Adjusted Base 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total 1st Year 
FTE 

2nd Year 
FTE 

Base Year 
Doubled (BYD) 

Biennial 
Request 

Change 
From (BYD) 

Change 
From 

BYD % 

 

GPR L $28,354,298 $28,392,900 $28,392,900 $28,392,900 0.00 0.00 $56,785,800 $56,785,800 $0 0.00% 
 

GPR S $92,445,810 $97,529,400 $93,384,700 $93,384,700 551.00 551.00 $195,058,800 $186,769,400 ($8,289,400) -4.20% 
 

Total 
 

$120,800,108 $125,922,300 $121,777,600 $121,777,600 551.00 551.00 $251,844,600 $243,555,200 ($8,289,400) -3.30% 
 

PR L $232,700 $232,700 $232,700 $232,700 0.00 0.00 $465,400 $465,400 $0 0.00% 
 

PR S $0 $0 $104,600 $137,100 1.75 1.75 $0 $241,700 $241,700 0.00% 
 

Total 
 

$232,700 $232,700 $337,300 $369,800 1.75 1.75 $465,400 $707,100 $241,700 51.90% 
 

Grand Total 
 

$121,032,808 $126,155,000 $122,114,900 $122,147,400 552.75 552.75 $252,310,000 $244,262,300 ($8,047,700) -3.20% 
 



Agency Total by Program 
 

  

Circuit Courts 2527 Biennial Budget 
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ANNUAL SUMMARY BIENNIAL SUMMARY 

Source of 
Funds 

Prior Year 
Total Adjusted Base 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total 1st Year 

FTE 
2nd Year 

FTE 
Base Year 

Doubled (BYD) 
Biennial 
Request 

Change From 
(BYD) 

Change 
From 

BYD % 

01 Court operations 

Non Federal $0 $0 $0 $0 0.00 0.00 $0 $0 $0 0.00% 
           

GPR $120,800,108 $125,922,300 $121,777,600 $121,777,600 551.00 551.00 $251,844,600 $243,555,200 ($8,289,400) -3.29% 
           

L $28,354,298 $28,392,900 $28,392,900 $28,392,900 0.00 0.00 $56,785,800 $56,785,800 $0 0.00% 
           

S $92,445,810 $97,529,400 $93,384,700 $93,384,700 551.00 551.00 $195,058,800 $186,769,400 ($8,289,400) -4.25% 
           

PR $232,700 $232,700 $337,300 $369,800 1.75 1.75 $465,400 $707,100 $241,700 51.93% 
           

L $232,700 $232,700 $232,700 $232,700 0.00 0.00 $465,400 $465,400 $0 0.00% 
           

S $0 $0 $104,600 $137,100 1.75 1.75 $0 $241,700 $241,700 0.00% 
           

Total - Non 
Federal $121,032,808 $126,155,000 $122,114,900 $122,147,400 552.75 552.75 $252,310,000 $244,262,300 ($8,047,700) -3.19% 

           

L $28,586,998 $28,625,600 $28,625,600 $28,625,600 0.00 0.00 $57,251,200 $57,251,200 $0 0.00% 
           

S $92,445,810 $97,529,400 $93,489,300 $93,521,800 552.75 552.75 $195,058,800 $187,011,100 ($8,047,700) -4.13% 
           

PGM 01 Total $121,032,808 $126,155,000 $122,114,900 $122,147,400 552.75 552.75 $252,310,000 $244,262,300 ($8,047,700) -3.19% 
           

GPR $120,800,108 $125,922,300 $121,777,600 $121,777,600 551.00 551.00 $251,844,600 $243,555,200 ($8,289,400) -3.29% 
           

L $28,354,298 $28,392,900 $28,392,900 $28,392,900 0.00 0.00 $56,785,800 $56,785,800 $0 0.00% 
           

S $92,445,810 $97,529,400 $93,384,700 $93,384,700 551.00 551.00 $195,058,800 $186,769,400 ($8,289,400) -4.25% 
           



Agency Total by Program 
 

  

Circuit Courts 2527 Biennial Budget 
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ANNUAL SUMMARY BIENNIAL SUMMARY 

Source of 
Funds 

Prior Year 
Total Adjusted Base 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total 1st Year 

FTE 
2nd Year 

FTE 
Base Year 

Doubled (BYD) 
Biennial 
Request 

Change From 
(BYD) 

Change 
From 

BYD % 

01 Court operations 

PR $232,700 $232,700 $337,300 $369,800 1.75 1.75 $465,400 $707,100 $241,700 51.93% 
           

L $232,700 $232,700 $232,700 $232,700 0.00 0.00 $465,400 $465,400 $0 0.00% 
           

S $0 $0 $104,600 $137,100 1.75 1.75 $0 $241,700 $241,700 0.00% 
           

TOTAL 01 $121,032,808 $126,155,000 $122,114,900 $122,147,400 552.75 552.75 $252,310,000 $244,262,300 ($8,047,700) -3.19% 
           

L $28,586,998 $28,625,600 $28,625,600 $28,625,600 0.00 0.00 $57,251,200 $57,251,200 $0 0.00% 
           

S $92,445,810 $97,529,400 $93,489,300 $93,521,800 552.75 552.75 $195,058,800 $187,011,100 ($8,047,700) -4.13% 
           
           

AGENCY 
TOTAL $121,032,808 $126,155,000 $122,114,900 $122,147,400 552.75 552.75 $252,310,000 $244,262,300 ($8,047,700) -3.19% 



Agency Total by Decision Item 
  

   

Circuit Courts 2527 Biennial Budget 
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Decision Item 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total 1st Year 
FTE 

2nd Year 
FTE 

 

 

2000 Adjusted Base Funding Level $126,155,000 $126,155,000 551.00 551.00 

 

 

3003 Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries and 
Fringe Benefits ($4,144,700) ($4,144,700) 0.00 0.00 

 

 

4100 Circuit Court Payment Support Position $69,300 $91,300 1.00 1.00 

 

 

4200 Court Interpreter Program Support Position $35,300 $45,800 0.75 0.75 

 

 

TOTAL $122,114,900 $122,147,400 552.75 552.75 
 

       



GPR Earned 
  

   

 

2527 Biennial Budget 
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CODES TITLES 
   

   

625 Circuit Courts 
   

  

DEPARTMENT 
   

      

   

01 Court operations 
   

  

PROGRAM 
   

      

   

08/31/2024 

   

  

DATE 
   

      

           

 

Revenue Prior Year 
Actuals 

Base Year 
Estimate 

1st Year 
Estimate 

2nd Year 
Estimate 

 

 

Opening Balance $32,904,710 $32,086,300 $32,758,100 $33,191,800 
 

 

TOTAL $32,904,710 $32,086,300 $32,758,100 $33,191,800 
 

           



Program Revenue 
 

 

2527 Biennial Budget 
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CODES TITLES 
   

   

625 Circuit Courts 
   

  

DEPARTMENT 
   

      

   

01 Court operations 
   

  

PROGRAM 
   

      

   

  

   

  

SUBPROGRAM 
   

      

   

21 Court interpreters 
   

  

NUMERIC 
APPROPRIATION 

   

      
           

 

Revenue and Expenditures Prior Year 
Actuals 

Base Year 
Estimate 

1st Year 
Estimate 

2nd Year 
Estimate 

 

 

Opening Balance $0 $0 $0 $0 
 

 

Penalty Surcharge $232,700 $232,700 $232,700 $232,700 
 

 

Total Revenue $232,700 $232,700 $232,700 $232,700 
 

 

Expenditures $232,700 $232,700 $0 $0 
 

 

2000 Adjusted Base Funding Level $0 $0 $232,700 $232,700 
 

 

Total Expenditures $232,700 $232,700 $232,700 $232,700 
 

 

Closing Balance $0 $0 $0 $0 
 

           



Program Revenue 
 

 

2527 Biennial Budget 
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CODES TITLES 
   

   

625 Circuit Courts 
   

  

DEPARTMENT 
   

      

   

01 Court operations 
   

  

PROGRAM 
   

      

   

  

   

  

SUBPROGRAM 
   

      

   

34 Circuit Court Support Programs 
   

  

NUMERIC 
APPROPRIATION 

   

      
           

 

Revenue and Expenditures Prior Year 
Actuals 

Base Year 
Estimate 

1st Year 
Estimate 

2nd Year 
Estimate 

 

 

Opening Balance $0 $0 $0 $0 
 

 

Internal Chargebacks $0 $0 $104,600 $137,100 
 

 

Total Revenue $0 $0 $104,600 $137,100 
 

 

Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $0 
 

 

4100 Circuit Court Payment Support Position $0 $0 $69,300 $91,300 
 

 

4200 Court Interpreter Program Support Position $0 $0 $35,300 $45,800 
 

 

Total Expenditures $0 $0 $104,600 $137,100 
 

 

Closing Balance $0 $0 $0 $0 
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Decision Item (DIN) - 2000 

Decision Item (DIN) Title - Adjusted Base Funding Level 

 

NARRATIVE 

 

Adjusted Base Funding Level 

  



Decision Item by Line 
  

   

 

2527 Biennial Budget 
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CODES TITLES 
  

   

625 Circuit Courts 

  

  

DEPARTMENT 
  

     

        

   

CODES TITLES 
  

   

2000 Adjusted Base Funding Level 

  

  

DECISION ITEM 
  

     

        

  

Expenditure Items 1st Year Cost 2nd Year Cost 
 

 

01 Permanent Position Salaries $67,968,300 $67,968,300 
 

 

02 Turnover $0 $0 
 

 

03 Project Position Salaries $0 $0 
 

 

04 LTE/Misc. Salaries $1,067,600 $1,067,600 
 

 

05 Fringe Benefits $24,976,100 $24,976,100 
 

 

06 Supplies and Services $1,972,500 $1,972,500 
 

 

07 Permanent Property $1,544,900 $1,544,900 
 

 

08 Unallotted Reserve $0 $0 
 

 

09 Aids to Individuals & Organizations $0 $0 
 

 

10 Local Assistance $28,625,600 $28,625,600 
 

 

11 One-time Financing $0 $0 
 

 

12 Debt service $0 $0 
 

 

13  $0 $0 
 

 

14  $0 $0 
 

 

15  $0 $0 
 

 

16  $0 $0 
 

 

17 TOTAL $126,155,000 $126,155,000 
 

 

18 Project Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00 
 

 

19 Classified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00 
 

 

20 Unclassified Positions Authorized 551.00 551.00 
 

        



Decision Item by Numeric 2527 Biennial Budget 
 

   

Circuit Courts 
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Program Decision Item/Numeric 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total 1st Year 
FTE 

2nd Year 
FTE 

 

 2000 Adjusted Base Funding Level 
 

01 Court operations 
 

 01 Circuit courts $97,529,400 $97,529,400 551.00 551.00 

 

 05 Circuit court costs $28,392,900 $28,392,900 0.00 0.00 

 

 21 Court interpreters $232,700 $232,700 0.00 0.00 

 

 Court operations Sub Total $126,155,000 $126,155,000 551.00 551.00 

 

 Adjusted Base Funding Level Sub Total $126,155,000 $126,155,000 551.00 551.00 

 

      

 

 Agency Total $126,155,000 $126,155,000 551.00 551.00 

 



Decision Item by Fund Source 2527 Biennial Budget 
 

   

Circuit Courts 
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Decision Item/Source of Funds 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total 1st Year 
FTE 

2nd Year 
FTE 

 

 

2000 Adjusted Base Funding Level 
 

 

GPR S $97,529,400 $97,529,400 551.00 551.00 
 

 

GPR L $28,392,900 $28,392,900 0.00 0.00 
 

 

PR L $232,700 $232,700 0.00 0.00 
 

 

Adjusted Base Funding Level Total $126,155,000 $126,155,000 551.00 551.00 

 

 

     

 

 

Agency Total $126,155,000 $126,155,000 551.00 551.00 
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Decision Item (DIN) - 3003 

Decision Item (DIN) Title - Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries and Fringe 
Benefits 

 

NARRATIVE 

 

Standard Budget Adjustment - Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries and Fringe Benefits 

  



Decision Item by Line 
  

   

 

2527 Biennial Budget 
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CODES TITLES 
  

   

625 Circuit Courts 

  

  

DEPARTMENT 
  

     

        

   

CODES TITLES 
  

   

3003 Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries and 
Fringe Benefits 

  

  

DECISION ITEM 
  

     

        

  

Expenditure Items 1st Year Cost 2nd Year Cost 
 

 

01 Permanent Position Salaries ($3,248,400) ($3,248,400) 
 

 

02 Turnover $0 $0 
 

 

03 Project Position Salaries $0 $0 
 

 

04 LTE/Misc. Salaries $0 $0 
 

 

05 Fringe Benefits ($896,300) ($896,300) 
 

 

06 Supplies and Services $0 $0 
 

 

07 Permanent Property $0 $0 
 

 

08 Unallotted Reserve $0 $0 
 

 

09 Aids to Individuals & Organizations $0 $0 
 

 

10 Local Assistance $0 $0 
 

 

11 One-time Financing $0 $0 
 

 

12 Debt service $0 $0 
 

 

13  $0 $0 
 

 

14  $0 $0 
 

 

15  $0 $0 
 

 

16  $0 $0 
 

 

17 TOTAL ($4,144,700) ($4,144,700) 
 

 

18 Project Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00 
 

 

19 Classified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00 
 

 

20 Unclassified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00 
 

        



Decision Item by Numeric 2527 Biennial Budget 
 

   

Circuit Courts 
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Program Decision Item/Numeric 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total 1st Year 
FTE 

2nd Year 
FTE 

 

 3003 Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries and Fringe Benefits 
 

01 Court operations 
 

 01 Circuit courts ($4,144,700) ($4,144,700) 0.00 0.00 

 

 Court operations Sub Total ($4,144,700) ($4,144,700) 0.00 0.00 

 

 

Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries 
and Fringe Benefits Sub Total ($4,144,700) ($4,144,700) 0.00 0.00 

 

      

 

 Agency Total ($4,144,700) ($4,144,700) 0.00 0.00 

 



Decision Item by Fund Source 2527 Biennial Budget 
 

   

Circuit Courts 
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Decision Item/Source of Funds 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total 1st Year 
FTE 

2nd Year 
FTE 

 

 

3003 Full Funding of Continuing Position Salaries and Fringe Benefits 
 

 

GPR S ($4,144,700) ($4,144,700) 0.00 0.00 
 

 

Full Funding of Continuing Position 
Salaries and Fringe Benefits Total ($4,144,700) ($4,144,700) 0.00 0.00 

 

 

     

 

 

Agency Total ($4,144,700) ($4,144,700) 0.00 0.00 
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Decision Item (DIN) - 4100 

Decision Item (DIN) Title - Circuit Court Payment Support Position 

 

NARRATIVE 

 

The Court requests 1.0 FTE PR-S Financial Auditor permanent position to support the circuit court 
costs program in the 2025-2027 biennium. 
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STATUTORY LANGUAGE 

 

Create new appropriation 20.625 (1)(kb) Circuit Court Support Program, the amounts in 
the schedule for support services for circuit court program costs for counties. All 
moneys received from the circuit court under appropriation 20.625 (1)(a) or (1)(k) or all 
monies transferred from any state agency or received for circuit court services provided 
by the court shall be credited to this appropriation account. 



Decision Item by Line 
  

   

 

2527 Biennial Budget 
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CODES TITLES 
  

   

625 Circuit Courts 

  

  

DEPARTMENT 
  

     

        

   

CODES TITLES 
  

   

4100 Circuit Court Payment Support Position 

  

  

DECISION ITEM 
  

     

        

  

Expenditure Items 1st Year Cost 2nd Year Cost 
 

 

01 Permanent Position Salaries $47,800 $63,800 
 

 

02 Turnover $0 $0 
 

 

03 Project Position Salaries $0 $0 
 

 

04 LTE/Misc. Salaries $0 $0 
 

 

05 Fringe Benefits $17,700 $23,700 
 

 

06 Supplies and Services $3,800 $3,800 
 

 

07 Permanent Property $0 $0 
 

 

08 Unallotted Reserve $0 $0 
 

 

09 Aids to Individuals & Organizations $0 $0 
 

 

10 Local Assistance $0 $0 
 

 

11 One-time Financing $0 $0 
 

 

12 Debt service $0 $0 
 

 

13  $0 $0 
 

 

14  $0 $0 
 

 

15  $0 $0 
 

 

16  $0 $0 
 

 

17 TOTAL $69,300 $91,300 
 

 

18 Project Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00 
 

 

19 Classified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00 
 

 

20 Unclassified Positions Authorized 1.00 1.00 
 

        



Decision Item by Numeric 2527 Biennial Budget 
 

   

Circuit Courts 
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Program Decision Item/Numeric 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total 1st Year 
FTE 

2nd Year 
FTE 

 

 4100 Circuit Court Payment Support Position 
 

01 Court operations 
 

 34 Circuit Court Support Programs $69,300 $91,300 1.00 1.00 

 

 Court operations Sub Total $69,300 $91,300 1.00 1.00 

 

 

Circuit Court Payment Support Position Sub 
Total $69,300 $91,300 1.00 1.00 

 

      

 

 Agency Total $69,300 $91,300 1.00 1.00 

 



Decision Item by Fund Source 2527 Biennial Budget 
 

   

Circuit Courts 
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Decision Item/Source of Funds 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total 1st Year 
FTE 

2nd Year 
FTE 

 

 

4100 Circuit Court Payment Support Position 
 

 

PR S $69,300 $91,300 1.00 1.00 
 

 

Circuit Court Payment Support Position 
Total $69,300 $91,300 1.00 1.00 

 

 

     

 

 

Agency Total $69,300 $91,300 1.00 1.00 
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Decision Item (DIN) - 4200 

Decision Item (DIN) Title - Court Interpreter Program Support Position 

 

NARRATIVE 

 

The Courts request 0.75 FTE PR-S permanent position in the 2025-2027 biennium to support the 
Court Interpreter Program.   
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STATUTORY LANGUAGE 

 

Create new appropriation 20.625 (1)(kb) Circuit Court Support Program, the amounts in 
the schedule for support services for circuit court program costs for counties. All 
moneys received from the circuit court under appropriation 20.625 (1)(a) or (1)(k) or all 
monies transferred from any state agency or received for circuit court services provided 
by the court shall be credited to this appropriation account. 



Decision Item by Line 
  

   

 

2527 Biennial Budget 
 

   

 

Page 36 of 38 

   

CODES TITLES 
  

   

625 Circuit Courts 

  

  

DEPARTMENT 
  

     

        

   

CODES TITLES 
  

   

4200 Court Interpreter Program Support Position 

  

  

DECISION ITEM 
  

     

        

  

Expenditure Items 1st Year Cost 2nd Year Cost 
 

 

01 Permanent Position Salaries $23,000 $30,600 
 

 

02 Turnover $0 $0 
 

 

03 Project Position Salaries $0 $0 
 

 

04 LTE/Misc. Salaries $0 $0 
 

 

05 Fringe Benefits $8,500 $11,400 
 

 

06 Supplies and Services $3,800 $3,800 
 

 

07 Permanent Property $0 $0 
 

 

08 Unallotted Reserve $0 $0 
 

 

09 Aids to Individuals & Organizations $0 $0 
 

 

10 Local Assistance $0 $0 
 

 

11 One-time Financing $0 $0 
 

 

12 Debt service $0 $0 
 

 

13  $0 $0 
 

 

14  $0 $0 
 

 

15  $0 $0 
 

 

16  $0 $0 
 

 

17 TOTAL $35,300 $45,800 
 

 

18 Project Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00 
 

 

19 Classified Positions Authorized 0.00 0.00 
 

 

20 Unclassified Positions Authorized 0.75 0.75 
 

        



Decision Item by Numeric 2527 Biennial Budget 
 

   

Circuit Courts 
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Program Decision Item/Numeric 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total 1st Year 
FTE 

2nd Year 
FTE 

 

 4200 Court Interpreter Program Support Position 
 

01 Court operations 
 

 34 Circuit Court Support Programs $35,300 $45,800 0.75 0.75 

 

 Court operations Sub Total $35,300 $45,800 0.75 0.75 

 

 

Court Interpreter Program Support Position 
Sub Total $35,300 $45,800 0.75 0.75 

 

      

 

 Agency Total $35,300 $45,800 0.75 0.75 

 



Decision Item by Fund Source 2527 Biennial Budget 
 

   

Circuit Courts 
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Decision Item/Source of Funds 1st Year Total 2nd Year Total 1st Year 
FTE 

2nd Year 
FTE 

 

 

4200 Court Interpreter Program Support Position 
 

 

PR S $35,300 $45,800 0.75 0.75 
 

 

Court Interpreter Program Support Position 
Total $35,300 $45,800 0.75 0.75 

 

 

     

 

 

Agency Total $35,300 $45,800 0.75 0.75 

 

 


