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RESTRICTION RELEASES 
 
 
PURPOSE 
 
Restriction releases are required whenever dividing or 
redividing land necessitates that a restriction or easement be 
terminated or relocated, or when the restriction or easement is 
no longer in force.   
 
On recorded subdivision plats such releases must be executed, 
in writing, by whomever has the right of enforcement (i.e. 
government bodies, public/private utilities, homeowners 
associations, subdivider). 
 
The approving authorities and objecting agencies that had plat 
review jurisdiction for the recorded plat, and/or the public utilities or 
other entities having the right to service the affected area may need 
to release the restriction or easement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Examples of Restrictions/Easements that may be released 

• Public utility/water/sewer easements 
• Stormwater drainage easements 
• Lot restricted to mound type septic system 
• Ingress/egress easement 
• Various environmental preservation easements or 

restrictions 
• Highway setback 
• Emergency access easement 
• Restricted access to public street 
• No building on outlot restriction 

 
 
 
 

Frequently, subdivisions redivide or replat land in a recorded 
plat.  Before Plat Review certifies no objection to the proposed 
subdivision, easements and restrictions from the previous plat 
which are not shown on the new plat must be released in writing 
by the public body, public utility, or other public or private entity 
having the right of enforcement. 
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RESTRICTION RELEASES 
 
 
PROCEDURE 
As an example, the procedure for releasing an outlot building 
restriction is outlined below. Note that most releases are handled 
locally. Plat Review is only involved in outlot releases and mound 
restriction waivers; however, the procedure for releasing other types 
of restrictions or easements is similar. 
 
To release a "building restriction" on an outlot, 
s. 236.13 (6), Wis. Stats., provides that to be buildable, the outlot  
must comply with all  requirements imposed by statute,  
administrative rule and local ordinances with respect to building sites  
(see example in this section). 
 
A written request for release must be submitted to Plat Review.  
The request must include: 
-  any required soils information; 
-  the name and location of the recorded plat; 
-  the name, address and phone number of the person requesting 
   the release; 
- the Department of Commerce review fee. 
 
Plat Review will then: 

• Send copies to the District Wastewater Specialist and all 
other objecting agencies who previously reviewed the 
plat. They review the request and recommend or oppose 
releasing the restriction. 

• Determine if the outlot complies with s.236.15 and 
s.236.20, Stats., minimum layout standards and 
requirements for a building site. 

• Send a letter to all interested parties officially releasing 
the restriction after receiving notice from the Wastewater 
Specialist, and from any other objecting authorities, 
recommending that the restriction be released. 

 
The written release is then incorporated into a Correction Instrument 
under s. 236.295, Wis. Stats.  This action gives notice to the public 
that the restriction on the recorded plat is no longer in effect. 
 
Per s. 236.295, Wis. Stats. the Register of Deeds adds a note to the 
recorded subdivision plat or Certified Survey Map that references 
recording data for the correction instrument. 
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SAMPLE OUTLOT RESTRICTION RELEASE LETTER 
This letter is sent by Plat Review to the parcel owner to provide confirmation that 
a restriction release has been granted. 
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SAMPLE RELEASE OF RESTRICTION 
Correction instrument incorporating Department of Commerce release of 
mound restriction, and recorded with register of deeds.  
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