
Streets 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
s. 236.16 (2), 
Wis. Stats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
s. 82.50 (1), 
Wis. Stats. 

 
 
PUBLIC STREETS 
 
 
City or Village Streets 

Streets within the subdivision must be at least 60 feet wide 
unless otherwise provided for by local ordinance. 

 
If the subdivision contains streets less than 60’ wide, you 
must include or make reference to the ordinance with the 
plat submittal, or provide certification from the approving 
authority that the street widths comply with local 
ordinance. 

 
If the city or village has a local subdivision control ordinance or 
"Official Map", street widths must comply with the ordinance or 
map. 

 
If there is no subdivision control ordinance or "Official Map", 
streets must be at least as wide as existing streets, but no less 
than 60 feet in width. 

 
Partial street dedications along the exterior of the subdivision 
are acceptable. On the plat drawing, the portion of the street 
included within the subdivision must be designated as "Future 
(street width) Public Street."  

 
 
Town Roads 

Right-of-way widths of town roads must comply with the 
Minimum Design Standards prescribed in Ch. 82, Wis. 
Stats.  

 
In general, based upon Average Daily Traffic (ADT) 
projections, the minimum width requirement is: 
 - 66 feet with 100 to 250 ADT  
 - 49.5 feet when under 100 ADT 
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Streets 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
s. 82.50 (2), 
Wis. Stats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
s. 236.16 (2), 
Wis. Stats. 
 
 
 
 
 
s. 236.20 (4)(a), 
Wis. Stats 
 
s. 236.20 (4)(b), 
Wis. Stats 
 
 
 
 
 
s. 236.20 (2)(f), 
Wis. Stats 
 
 
 
 
 
 
s. 236.43, 
Wis  Stats. 
 
s. 66.1003, 
Wis  Stats. 

PUBLIC STREETS 
 

Town Roads 
The Department of Transportation may grant a deviation 
from minimum town road standards when it is not contrary 
to the public interest and safety. 
 
To obtain a deviation from town road standards: 

• The Town Board passes a resolution authorizing the 
town to request that DOT grant the deviation. 

• The Town Clerk submits the written request to the 
appropriate DOT regional office.  

• DOT provides a written approval or denial of the 
deviation to the Town Board. 

• Plat Review must receive a copy of the DOT grant of 
deviation prior to certification of the plat. 

 
Frontage Roads 

Streets or frontage roads auxiliary to and located along side a full 
street, that provides service to the abutting property, must be at 
least 49.5’ wide. 
 

Street Labeling 
The name of all full or partial streets must be shown within the 
streets on the drawing. If street names are not available, the 
notation “Public Street” may be used instead. Streets being 
dedicated to the public must be marked “dedicated to the public” 
on the plat. 
 
The overall right-of-way width must be shown for all streets within 
the subdivision. It is acceptable to show the widths on either side 
of the street centerline, or the notation "width varies" if 
appropriate. 
 

Vacated or Discontinued Public Streets 
Public streets may be vacated or discontinued by following the 
procedures outlined in s. 236.43, or s. 66.1003 (see Vacations & 
Discontinuances section in this manual). Platting over an existing 
public street is not sufficient to vacate the street. 
 
When vacated/discontinued streets are included in the 
subdivision, reference to the street and method (resolution, court 
action, etc.) of vacation, as well as any related document 
recording data, must be included in the Surveyor’s Certificate.  
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Streets 
 

 
PUBLIC STREETS 
 
Special Notice for County Trunk Highways 
Counties do not have plat approval authorities within Cities and 
Villages; Ch. 236 does not provide a means for acceptance of 
dedicated county highways within a City or Village by the County. 
 

When County Trunk Highways located within a Village or City are 
dedicated to the public; 
 AND 
The County is not a review authority for the subdivision plat; 
 AND 
The County is to maintain control of the highway, then the 
following (or similar) certificate of acceptance should be placed on 
the plat and executed by the County Board or authorized 
representative. We suggest that you contact the County to verify 
that this language is acceptable. 

 
 
(County name) County Highway Acceptance 
Certificate: 
 
Resolved, that the (County Highway Letter) being dedicated to 
the public as shown on this plat of ____________________ in 
the (Village/City) of _______________ , (owner's name),  
is hereby approved and accepted by action of the (County 
name) County board.  
 
 
Date ___________ Approved __________________________ 
 
Date ___________ Signed __________________________ 
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Streets 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
s. 236.20 (4) (d), Wis. 
Stats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
s. 236.20 (4) (c), Wis. 
Stats. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
s. 236.35, Wis. Stats. 

 
 
PRIVATE STREETS 
 

Private streets, roads, and drives are permitted within a 
subdivision only if allowed by local ordinance. 

 
If the subdivision contains private streets, you must 
provide verification from the approving authority that the 
private streets comply with local ordinance, or include or 
make reference to the ordinance with the plat submittal. 

 
If the private streets within the subdivision provide the sole 
means of access to any lots, you must provide verification 
from the approving authority that such access complies with 
local ordinance, or include or make reference to the 
ordinance with the plat submittal 

 
Private Street Labeling 

Private streets within the subdivision must be designated as a 
consecutively numbered outlot(s); the streets must be clearly 
labeled “Private”. It is permissible to show the street name. 

 
The overall right-of-way width must be shown for all private 
streets within the subdivision. It is acceptable to show the widths 
on either side of the street centerline. 

 
Special notice for private streets 

If a lot of one acre or less exists outside of the boundary of a 
Village or City and abuts a road that has not been accepted as a 
public road, the seller of said lot must inform the purchaser in 
writing that the road is not required to be maintained by the Town 
or County.
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Streets 
 

 
 
EXAMPLES RELATED TO THIS SECTION 
 
 
Town Road width waiver request letter 
 
Town Road width waiver request resolution 
 
Town Road width grant of waiver 
 
Local verification of reduced street width (2) 
 
Local verification of private road easement 
 
Request for verification of reduced street width 
  

http://doa.wi.gov/platreview December 2014 7-5 

http://doa.wi.gov/platreview


Streets 
 

 
 

SAMPLE TOWN ROAD WIDTH WAIVER REQUEST 
Letter from Town Board to Department of Transportation to request waiver the requirements of s. 82.50 
related to town road widths. 
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Streets 
 

SAMPLE TOWN ROAD WIDTH WAIVER REQUEST 
Resolution by Town Board to request that Department of Transportation waive the requirements of s. 82.50 
related to town road widths. 
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Streets 
 

SAMPLE GRANT OF TOWN ROAD WIDTH WAIVER 
Letter from Department of Transportation to Town Board granting waiver of the requirements of s. 82.50 
(previously s. 86.26) related to town road widths. 
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Streets 
 

SAMPLE VERIFICATION OF REDUCED STREET WIDTH 
This letter is provided by the local unit of government to verify that local ordinance allows street widths less 
than that required by s. 236.16 (2). 
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Streets 
 

SAMPLE VERIFICATION OF REDUCED STREET WIDTH 
This letter is provided by the local unit of government to verify that local ordinance allows street widths less 
than that required by s. 236.16 (2).  
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Streets 
 

SAMPLE VERIFICATION OF ACCESS BY PRIVATE DRIVE 
This letter is provided by the local unit of government to verify that local ordinance allows access to lots via 
private road easement. 
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Streets 
 

REQUEST FOR VERIFICATION OF REDUCED STREET WIDTH 
Upon request, this form is provided by plat review to the local unit of government to request 
verification that local ordinance allows street widths less than that required by s. 236.16 (2). 

 

Reduced Street Widths 
Permitted on Plat 
 
Plat Review 
WI Department of Administration 

  Plat Review – DOA 
 Mailing Address: PO Box 1645, Madison WI 53701 
 Shipping Address: 101 E Wilson St FL 9, Madison WI 53703 
 
 Phone: 608-266-3200     Fax: 608-264-6104 
 Email: plat.review@wi.gov 
 Web: http://doa.wi.gov/platreview/ 

Subdivision Name:       

County:       

City/Town/Village:                     of       
 

What ordinance number/section allows for street widths less than that required by s. 236.16 (1), Wis. Stats., as shown 
on the plat?       

If available please provide the Internet URL link to the ordinance: 

      

 

 

  

Prepared By: 
 

 Name:       

 Organization/ 
Company:       

  Phone:       
  Email:       
  Date:       
 O:\Platting 

Manual\wi_platting_manual_source_documents\Streets\_WI_Platting_Manual-
Streets.docx 
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