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Key Takeaways

• The Why and What of  NERR

• Benefits to UWGB and Community

• Process and Timeline
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• Largest freshwater estuary on the planet

• Watershed comprises nearly ½ of  drainage into 
Lake Michigan
– Commercial and recreational uses of  Green Bay 

contribute > $100 million annually to regional 
economy

Green Bay
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Continue to preserve, but must also restore! 

A story that can guide the world.
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Restoration & 

Culture

Photo by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 

Detroit District

Duck Unlimited

Photo courtesy Tom Prestby

https://twitter.com/cmoratz
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Designation of the Green Bay National Estuarine 

Research Reserve (NERR)

www.nerra.org
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• Federal base funding to support local research 

and education operations

• ‘Locally Relevant, Nationally Significant’

• Join national monitoring + stewardship 

programs

• NERR Vision Statement, to promote: “resilient 

estuaries and coastal watersheds where human 

and natural communities thrive.”

Why join the NERR network?
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Representation for the Lake 

Michigan-Lake Huron basin!

www.nerra.org

A non-regulatory partnership built on local control
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General Site Statistics

• Functional sites receive ~$619,000/year for basic 
operations.  

• Local funds - an additional minimum ongoing 
match of  30% (~$265,000/year).

• Existing facilities range in size: 7,900-28,950 sq ft., 
avg. 15,176 sq ft. 

• We are actively pursuing public-private partnership 
opportunities!

• Significant increase in additional extramural 
granting, and research related revenue.
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Reserve Staff

➢ Reserve Manager 

➢ Research Coordinator

➢ Educator

➢ Stewardship Coordinator

➢ Coastal Training Coordinator

Teacher on the Estuary program

nerra.org

System-Wide Monitoring Program

nerra.org

E



Lake Superior NERR

Established 

2010

Lake Superior Estuarium
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Established 

1980
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1. Governor’s 
letter of  interest

2. Site selection 
and nomination

3. Drafting an EIS 
& Management 

Plan

4. Developing 
NOAA-State 

MOUs

5. Finalizing EIS 
& Management 

Plan

6. Finding and the 
Record of  
Decision

7. Designation 
Ceremony

☑ In progress

NERR Designation Process
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Site Selection & Nomination

1. Develop pre-screening criteria reflective of GBNERR goals + 

NOAA site criteria

2. Identify candidate sites

3. Solicit public feedback 

4. Identify top tier candidate site

5. Generate public support and partnerships for proposed final 

site

• Public meeting held jointly with NOAA

6. Site Nomination Document to Governor
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Committee Structure

Site Evaluation Team

Site Selection Team
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Site Coordination Team

NOAA UWGB
Governor's

Office
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Timeline

Site Selection & Nomination

Site 
Coordination 

Team

Site 
Coordination 

Team

Site Selection 
Team

Site 
Evaluation 

Team
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Timeline

NERR Designation
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Additional Questions?

Emily Tyner

tel: 920-465-2586 | email: tynere@uwgb.edu


