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Re: Incorporation of a Portion of the Town of Washington as the Village of Washington 
Eau Claire County Circuit Court 
Case #2024-CV-000498 

Dear Members of the Incorporation Review Board, 

I am writing in strong support of the petition to incorporate a portion of the Town of 
Washington as the Village of Washington. I have been a resident of the Town of Washington 
for four years and would reside within the proposed Village boundaries if incorporation is 
approved. I am a homeowner, business owner, and employer in the local area, and I have a 
direct and lasting stake in the future governance and stability of this community. 

In 2021, my wife and I built our home on three acres in the Town of Washington. We 
intentionally chose this location outside of the City of Eau Claire to live in a lower-density, 
more rural setting while remaining part of a cohesive local community. We own and operate 
Reliance Data and Reliance EDI Solutions that employ ten people locally. Our decision to 
live, invest, and employ in the Town reflects our long-term commitment to this area and its 
future. 

Incorporation matters to us because of the increasing pressure of City annexation and 
development occurring just outside the Town’s boundaries. A recent annexation (Orchard 
Hills) extended to within approximately a quarter mile of our home. We are located near 
areas identified for future development, and we have legitimate concerns that our property 
and the adjacent farmland could be next in line for annexation. We built a home in the Town 
of Washington specifically to avoid this outcome and to live in a community that values 
local control, thoughtful growth, and preservation of nature and character. 

The proposed incorporation satisfies key statutory criteria, particularly homogeneity and a 
sense of community. Our daily lives are oriented towards the Town of Washington and its 
core not toward the City. Our family, neighbors, and business connections are rooted here. 
Community cohesion is achieved through shared schools, local events, neighborhood 
relationships, and a common understanding of what the Town represents: a place that 
balances growth with rural character and responsible governance. 

The proposed Village boundaries reflect a logical and unified identity for the future Village 
of Washington. The core area is easily accessible, and it functions as the natural center of 
community life. Incorporation would allow residents to plan infrastructure, land use, and 
services in a way that aligns with local needs rather than being subject to external 
annexation decisions. Just as importantly, the Town has demonstrated the capacity to 
support village governance and provide appropriate levels of service in a fiscally 
responsible manner. 



 

 

A clear example of the need for incorporation is the current uncertainty faced by residents 
like my family. Without incorporation, long-term planning decisions affecting our homes, 
businesses, and farmland can be made without our consent. Incorporation provides a 
stable framework for self-governance, predictable planning, and accountable decision-
making benefiting not only residents of the Village, but the broader Eau Claire metropolitan 
area by promoting orderly growth. 

For these reasons, I respectfully and firmly urge the Incorporation Review Board to approve 
the Town of Washington’s petition to incorporate as the Village of Washington. Doing so will 
strengthen local governance, preserve community identity, and contribute to a more 
balanced and resilient region. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Clark 
6494 White Tail Dr, Town of Washington, WI 
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Date: 12-15-25 

VIA EMAIL AND REGULAR MAIL 
wimunicipalboundaryreview@wisconsin.gov 

Wisconsin Incorporation Review Board 
c/o Division of Intergovernmental Relations 
Wisconsin Department of Administration 
P.O. Box 1645 
Madison, WI 53701 
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RE: Comments on Proposal to Incorporate a Portion of the Town of Washington 

Dear Members of the Incorporation Review Board: 

I understand that on December 17, 2025, the Board will conduct a public hearing on the Town of 

Washington's proposal to incorporate a portion of the Town. According to the public notice 

regarding this meeting, the Board has solicited comments from members of the public regarding 

the proposal to assist in determining whether the petition meets the standards contained in Wis. 

Stat. § 66.0207(1) and (2). Public comment can be made in person during the meeting or in writing 

postmarked no later than January 9, 2026. 

I live in the city of Eau Claire have been building homes in the Eau Claire/Chippewa Valley area 

for nearly 25 years. I own C&E Wurzer Builders and am also part of multiple other development 

entities in which we develop raw land with public and private infrastructure for mixed use 

developments consisting of residential, twin home, multi-family and commercial lots. I feel I have 

extensive knowledge of the areas growth needs and this incorporation petition is approved I think 

it will dramatically stall the needs for diversity in housing to the area. 

Wis. Stat. § 66.0207(1 )(a) indicates that an incorporation petition may only be approved if the 

entire territory of the proposed village "shall be reasonably homogeneous and compact, taking into 

consideration natural boundaries, natural drainage basin, soil condition, present and potential 

transportation facilities, pervious political boundaries, boundaries of school districts, shopping and 

social customs." In addition, under Wis. Stat. § 66.0207(2), an incorp_oration petition must be 

determined to be "in the public interest" based upon consideration of the fbllowing: 



(a) The present and potential sources of tax revenue appear sufficient to defray the 
anticipated cost of governmental services at a local tax rate which compares favorably 
with the tax rate in a similar area for the same level of services. 

(b) The level of governmental services desired or needed by the residents of the territory 
compared to the level of services offered by the proposed village or city and the level 
available from a contiguous municipality. 

( c) The impact, financial and otherwise, upon the remainder of the town from which the 
territory is to be incorporated. 

( d) The effect upon the future rendering of governmental services both inside the territory 
proposed for incorporation and elsewhere within the metropolitan community. 

Under the statute, there must be an "express finding that the proposed incorporation will not 
substantially hinder the solution of governmental problems affecting the metropolitan 
community." Wis. Stat. § 66.0207(2)(d) (emphasis added). 

Comments on Petition 

After consideration of the Town's petition, I do not believe it satisfies the statutory conditions for 
approval. I believe the Board should determine that the petition is not "in the public interest" and 
deny approval. My concerns stem from the overall lack of critical infrastructure and municipal 
services (such as water and sewer) which are crucial to future development of the area. I am 
concerned that approval of the Town's petition would dramatically limit development of 
affordable housing options on the south side of the City of Eau Claire and substantially hinder any 
meaningful solution of the area's ongoing housing shortages. 

Eau Claire remains one of the fastest growing areas in Wisconsin. In the past several years, the 
City of Eau Claire has grown faster than any other city in the state except for Madison. Its 
population grew by seven percent (7%) between 2010 and 2020, and it continues to grow. Eau 
Claire recently became the seventh largest city in Wisconsin and is projected to become the fifth 
largest city in the state by 2030 if current trends continue. Eau Claire County, meanwhile, is the 
fourth-fasted growing county in the state, trailing only Dane, Calumet, and Saint Croix counties. 

That growth has prompted repeated discussion and exploration of the issue of affordable housing 
in the area, and it remains an ongoing issue and problem for the metropolitan community. While 
residential developers in the area continue to explore different options, there is an ongoing need 
for affordable housing, especially various forms of multi-family development. 

Municipal water and sewer are not presently available in the Town of Washington, or within the 
proposed incorporated territory. Those services are critical for supporting growth and 
development, especially in a region which has seen sustained year-over-year growth in the way 
Eau Claire has. Construction and development of the facilities for such services would literally 
require years of planning - years in which development, especially of multifamily projects, would 
be delayed or stalled. 

Given that the Town of Washington is immediately adjacent to the City of Eau Claire, which has 
been one of the fastest growing areas in the state for over a decade, it is unrealistic to assume that 



• 
' 

f ormatioo of a new municipality which lacks the infrastructure or resources to sustain or meet the 
demands for rapid growth would provide a meaningful benefit to the surrounding metropolitan 
community. In the context of the statutory review of the Town's petition, I believe approval wouJd 
actually hindtr resolution of the govcmmcntal issue of housing affordability that affects our entire 
community. Nothing in the Town's petition appears to address thest concerns in a meaningful 
manner. 

Co■d■•lt• 

Orderly regional development requires coordjnated services and planning to suppon a variety of 
housing options. The Town's petition would markedly impede orderly development of the overall 
metropolitan area, would create a municipality that lacks ftmdamental services necessary to be 
responsive to lhc realistic growth demands in the rcgio~ and would substantially hinder 
development of afTordablc options to address the housing shortages that continue to be a problem 
for the Eau Clairt metropolitan area. 

Sincerely, 

~c~ 
Craig Wurzer 
C&E Wurzer Builders, LLC 



DATE:​ ​ December 16, 2025 
 
TO:​ ​ Incorporation Review Board 
 
FROM:​​ Greg Fahrman 
 
​ ​ -Town of Washington Planning Commision Member 
​ ​ -Participant in the present Long-Range Plan for the Town of Washington 
​ ​ -Retired Superintendent of the Altoona School District (2012 Retired) 
 
I am in favor of incorporation regarding the portion of the Town of Washington as petitioned.  I 
live in the portion of the Town of Washington that would remain a township. 
 
I have always been proud to be associated with the Town of Washington.  The Town has been 
very efficient in the delivery of excellent services at a reasonable cost.  
 
I favor incorporation for the following reasons: 
 
-So we may continue on a path of low density housing on larger lots with shared septic and 
individual wells.  These single family homes blend nicely in the pastoral setting that makes up 
much of the Town of Washington. 
 
-Many developers are too financially motivated and the number of lots becomes their sole 
priority; often without considering the impact on water resources and traffic flow. 
 
-Finally, as a former superintendent of schools, I know how difficult it is to plan for class sizes.  
This is much more difficult when you have rapidly growing annexation for the purpose of 
multi-family housing. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Greg Fahrman 



December 7, 2025 

 

Re: Incorporation of a Portion of the Town of Washington as the Village of Washington, Eau Claire 
Circuit Court 

Case #2024-CV-000498 

 

Incorporation Review Board Members, 

My name is Brian Binczak, and my wife, Rachel, and I have lived in the Township of Washington 
for the past 27 years. This is where we chose to live and raise our 3 children.  As it is currently mapped 
out, we would be residents of the proposed Village, something we strongly support.       

For my wife and I, the threat of being forced into annexation against our wishes to be a part of 
the City of Eau Claire is real. The City of Eau Claire has already annexed land over 2 miles from the 
nearest city street through the non-unanimous annexation process. This was in spite of the Wisconsin 
Department of Administration and the Metropolitan Planning Organization agreeing that this area 
would be best served by the Township of Washington. When we consider that the City of Eau Claire 
has been willing to go against the will of the neighboring residents and administrative bodies, we are 
concerned that they would do so again. 

I have lived both within the City of Eau Claire (15 years) and in the Township of Washington (27 
years). I have found the Township to be good stewards of our tax dollars, as well as responsive to the 
needs and wants of its citizens.  The Township has provided great support in plowing, road repair, tree 
trimming, and providing the protective services (police/fire) that we need. 

Not only is incorporation important to my family, it is also important to our neighbors. I know 
this as someone who went door-to-door last Fall to help gauge the interest of Township residents on 
this incorporation.  Of the 70+ households I visited, all but one were in favor of the incorporation. The 
person who was not in favor was undecided and wanted more information. At the Township 
Information session in June 2024, we were among the over 210 people in attendance, creating a 
“standing room only” crowd.  As people spoke, it was abundantly clear that the Township residents 
want to proceed with Village status. 

We support Village status because we desire to maintain our tax base, which supports the great 
services we currently receive.  We have enjoyed and want to maintain our sense of rural character and 
the green space that currently surrounds our home. 

We ask that you approve the Township of Washington’s petition to incorporate as a village. 

Thank you, 

 

Brian and Rachel Binczak 
1815 Susan Drive 
Eau Claire, WI 54701 
 



   
December 16, 2025 
 
 
Wisconsin Department of Administration 
Division of Intergovernmental Relations 

Attn: Bradley Vowels-Katter 
P.O. Box 1645 
Madison, WI  53701 
 
 
Incorporation Review Board: 
 
I am writing in support of the proposed Village of Washington petition in Eau Claire County, 
Wisconsin. 
 
I have lived, and owned property, in the Town of Washington since 1995 and moved to this location 
predominately for its quiet bucolic environment. Our agriculture-based enterprises generate important 
economic stimulus to our community, the county and the state. Similarly, maintaining our contiguous 
areas of natural resources are critical for the preservation and sustainability of our community’s 
environment for attributes such as clean water and air, less fragmentation of our land base which 
impacts wildlife populations and movement, reduced pollution, less congestion and soil stability to 
name a few. Research has proven that these characteristics reduce stress for its residents and 
thereby society in general. 
 
A village designation will continue to provide existing access to nearby employment opportunities, 
recreation facilities, shopping and other services we currently enjoy. It will maintain the spacious 
community lifestyle we appreciate and wish to continue, one which is void of increased development 
characteristics such as greater population densities, noise/light pollution, increased traffic levels with 
associated safety concerns, and potentially higher crime rates. 

I understand the proposed village boundaries reflect a thoughtful and logical delineation and are not 
arbitrary.  The Hwy 93 corridor, II/Deerfield Road, County Hwy F, and Hwy 53 serve as centralized 
transportation arteries for the various established neighborhoods within the proposed village 
boundary. These convenient travel routes provide residents daily access to their homes as well as 
local services. I’m happy to be a resident of this geographic entity. 
 
I’m thankful our Town currently provides consistent, responsive services. We are fortunate to 
have reliable road maintenance and snow removal; effective fire and EMS service partnerships; 
planning and zoning oversight aligned with priorities, not to mention our current professional and 
helpful staff. These amenities presumably would transfer seamlessly to an incorporated village. 
 
As a township poll worker, I experience a strong sense of community during elections when a 
significant percentage of eligible voters come together at a central location to perform their civic 
privileges. It’s a time to see and chat with our neighbors near and far, to smile and renew 
acquaintance, and to catch up on both personal and local news. 
 
I trust the Incorporation Review Board will reflect positively on our petition to establish a Village. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Pat Murphy, 6846 Timber Ridge Circle, Eau Claire, WI  54701 
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I have had the privilege of being a resident of the Town of Washington for the past 35 years and nearly 
16 years in the office of the Town of Washington, currently serving as the Clerk. My husband and I love 
being outside of the city limits, yet close. Like many Town residents, we made a choice to not be in the 
City; not just due to the significant difference in the taxes but also because of the landscape, how the 
local government operates, and the quality of services provided. 

Over the years residents have often commented on how efficient our road crew is in addressing issues; 
whether that be a tree across a roadway, a pothole, or plowing snow.  

The Town of Washington has an outstanding Administrator who leads and directs the Town well and a 
Town Board that is fiscally responsible with our taxpayer’s money. The Town has long range planning, 
monies in reserve for our building maintenance, road projects, equipment replacement, etc. Our 
residents take great pride in being a part of a community that desires to maintain high quality service at 
a low tax rate. 

As Clerk, obtaining poll workers for elections has never been an issue. More residents come forward 
asking if they can participate in the process then we need, that was true even during COVID.  

There became a great outcry from many residents asking how the Town could protect itself from further 
annexations after 285 acres was annexed to the City of Eau Claire that was 2 miles from the city proper. 
Land that could not be reached without including a portion of a county park to have a connection. Land 
that the Town Board approved to be rezoned for a residential development in the Town, yet the County 
Planning Committee voted against even though their own Staff and Comprehensive Plan supported it.                 
The WI Dept. of Administration also stated that this annexation did not best serve the public interest and 
should remain in the Town. Yet all of these recommendations were ignored and it was annexed anyway. 
Land that was approved before it was even included with the City of Eau Claire’s sewer service area. Land 
that after 3 years has yet to have sewer and water connection with two lots sold. Land that has created a 
city island in the middle of the Town.  Land that the City’s website states will include: 225 single-family 
homes, 26 townhomes, and 25 apartments, as well as 4 to 10 commercial units including retail and office 
spaces. All in a rural setting in the middle of the Town. This is not transitioning from urban to rural; this is 
placing an urban city in the middle of a rural town setting. The developer states on their website 
regarding this development “residents enjoy quick access to Eau Claire’s amenities”; clearly stating it is 
outside of city amenities.  

Town residents thought Town development of Orchard Hills with 107 homes on 285 acres was “high 
density” and they resisted this development in large numbers. These same people have called, emailed, 
stopped in demanding and seeking our help when they realized City density proposed 1,500 dwelling 
units on the same property. They attended many City Council meetings where they were not permitted 
to speak to the issue (even though it greatly impacted their neighborhoods) if they did not reside in or 
own property in the City. Again, no representation.  Their concerns over traffic now became an even 
bigger concern. 

In contrast, just to the south of the annexed land is a Town development called Firenze Estates. A 
260+acre development that was rezoned in August of 2024 with the final plat for phase 1 & 2 approved 



in May 2025; community wastewater treatment systems are in, the road is in and 3 or 4 houses are 
under construction, 15 lots are sold and 2 are under contract. A development that fits the character of 
our Town and works with the existing landscape. 

The Orchard Hills annexation had many residents realize that a town does not have a way to stop 
annexation from happening and many have asked the Town Board to find ways to protect our borders. 

Rep. Hurd introduced an Urban Town’s Bill, in December 2023 that would have given an avenue for 
towns with a higher population and denser areas to limit the extraterritorial jurisdiction that cities 
currently have by State Statute. The Town of Washington spoke at the public hearing before the 
committee, as did other towns in similar situations, along with the WI Town’s Association in support of 
the bill. The City of Eau Claire, other cities and the WI League of Municipalities also had representatives 
speak opposing the bill. Almost all who opposed stated this bill was not necessary; that we need to have 
cooperative agreements and work with each other. No one opposed addressed the fact that the reason 
the towns were seeking help through this bill was due to the fact that there are no options given to 
towns when cooperation fails or doesn’t take place at all. When there is no give and take, where are we 
to go? 

One of the points the City of Eau Claire made in their presentation was that annexations are always 
driven by the property owner. Very few annexations happen from the Town where there is already a 
home on the property. The large majority of annexations are large areas of land only. Landowners who 
wish to develop their land are restricted by the ETJ to 10 acre lots if they want to stay in the Town of 
Washington; developers cannot make a profit when putting in all the infrastructure at this density. This is 
exactly what happened right next to the Town Municipal Building with the Timber Bluff development. 
Farm land that now is owned by the third generation of individuals who do not live in the area and want 
to sell to a developer. They choose to annex for the money, not because they want to be in the City of 
Eau Claire. Almost always it is land they are selling not land they live on. 

Our neighbor tried in vain to subdivide her land after her husband passed away for her retirement 
income. She only had 12 acres along Highway 93 on Friedeck Road. She wanted to have 1 acre lots to 
allow for 10 homes and over several years the City denied her request to divide. She stopped in to the 
Town Office and called on numerous occasions frustrated and seeking help. Our home, which is in the 
Vold subdivisions is directly behind that land. A small subdivision of 10 lots on one acre each. A 
subdivision that was granted in the late 1970 before the area was within the City of Eau Claire’s ETJ. 

To have the City Financial Director speak that the Village budget and Town budget are not sustainable is 
quite frankly laughable. The City of Eau Claire has huge debt, they cannot balance their budget, and 
increased their wheel tax for 2026 from $24 to $50. A wheel tax that is not designated for roads but for 
their operating budget. The Town has demonstrated over many years that we know how to balance a 
budget and plan for the future. The Municipal building was built in 2003 and in 10 years was paid off, 
again leaving us debt free. 

The high-density development, Timber Bluff right next to the Town Hall is an example of where issues 
arise. Due to the fact that it is connected to town roads both city and town residents have called with 



complaints. The Timber Bluff residents call and stop in asking why we have not put in sidewalks and bike 
trails for them to get into the city and when are we going to redo Graff Road to be more accommodating. 
They ask why we don’t mow the ditches owned by the City since they are right next to us. The Town 
residents call and stop in asking what we can do about the increased traffic on town roads from the city 
development.  

We are distinct and want to remain so from the City of Eau Claire in so many ways but to highlight just a 
few: roads are plowed when it is at least an inch of snow (not 3 or more inches), roads are reconstructed 
without special assessing landowners (it is a part of our operating budget), and the Town has reserve 
funding for equipment and maintenance (zero debt). 

Thank you for your time and please allow our residents to decide by referendum the future of our 
municipality.  

 

Mike & Jackie Vold 
3742 Vold Ct 

Proud residents of the Town of Washington 
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December 18, 2025 

State of Wisconsin 

Department of Administration 

Incorporation Review Board 

P.O. Box 1645 

Madison, WI.53701 

Good Day: 

My name is John Andersen; I was the lead petitioner regarding the Village of Lake 
Hallie Incorporation from 1999 to 2003. Those of you unfamiliar with our area the 
Village of Lake Hallie lies north of the City of Eau Claire and abuts it. I have had the 
opportunity to observe the similarities between the Village of Lake Hallie and the 
proposed Village of Washington. 

After the separation from the Village of Lake Hallie I served as the Town of Hallie 
Clerk/Treasurer for 20 years; retiring from that position in April of this year. I feel 
that gives me added perspective regarding this proposed incorporation. 

Characteristics of territory: 

Proposed Village of Washington: Population: 5,423, Percentage of metro 
community: 4.7%, Square miles: 20.5, Percentage of Metro Community by area 
24.2% 

Lake Hallie: Village of Lake Hallie Population: 7,512; Percentage of metro 
community: 6.7%; Square miles:14.14; Percentage of Metro Community by area 
16.7% 

The proposed Village of Washington and the Village of Lake Hallie will be/are 
members of the West Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission 
(WCWRPC) and the Chippewa-Eau Claire Metropolitan Plan Organization (MPO). 
The Chair of the MPO right now is Lake Hallie Village President Gary Spilde. 
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Both the proposed Village of Washington and the Village of Lake Hallie have some 
irregular boundaries from previous annexations but both are generally compact 
and contiguous. The geography, soils, watersheds, water tables, and agricultural 
trends will not be negatively impacted by the incorporation of the proposed 
Village of Washington no more than they were with the incorporation of the 
Village of Lake Hallie. Transportation and highway corridors will be unaffected. 

Territory beyond the core of the proposed Village of Washington is well defined 
and should have no negative impacts from the proposed incorporation. It will 
retain its characteristics and will develop in the same manner as the territory 
beyond the core as the Village of Lake Hallie has. 

 Tax revenue: The proposed Village of Washington will have more than adequate 
tax revenue. The proposed Village of Washington’s assessed value allows for a tax 
levy of $2.00 per thousand. Compared to the current Village of Lake Hallie which 
levies $4.80 per thousand. The remaining Town of Washington will levy $1.25 per 
thousand; Again, compared the Town of Hallie which levies $1.91 per thousand. 
The proposed Village of Washington and the remaining Town of Washington will 
do fine. 

Level of Services: The proposed Village of Washington operates with a public 
works department, a paid-on call fire department, Emergency Medical Services 
will be provided by the Eau Claire Fire Department but as a note almost all towns, 
villages, and the City of Altoona in Eau Claire County contract with Eau Claire Fire 
for ambulance service. Law enforcement will be provided by the Eau Claire County 
Sherrif’s Department (it should be noted that many communities in the state rely 
on the county sheriff’s department). As to waste water treatment the proposed 
Village of Washington will have septic and FAST waste water treatment. FAST is a 
Fixed Activated Sludge Treatment (FAST) system that fully treats the effluent 
within the septic tanks and discharges clean water to the environment or creates  
a STEP System which stands for Septic Tank Effluent Pump (STEP) system.  There is 
currently municipal water and sewer service in the old Washington Heights  
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Sanitary area but the remainder of the proposed village with rely on FAST, private 
wells and private septic systems  

Comparing the proposed Village of Washington with the Village of Lake Hallie; 
Lake Hallie is served by public works department, a Combination Fire/EMS 
Department. Chippewa Fire District which serves the Village of Lake Hallie has 9 
career firefighter/paramedics because it runs an ambulance service. Lake Hallie 
has a full-time police department with 12 officers.  

Lake Hallie has a water utility due to groundwater contamination from National 
Presto Industries. Not all Lake Hallie residents have municipal water so they use 
private wells. Most Lake Hallie residents are on private septic systems with a 
growing number of commercial businesses along Prairie View Road and 
Commercial boulevard have connected to the municipal FAST System mentioned 
above or the Villages STEP System 

Impact on the remainder of the town: From personal experience again as the 
Town of Hallie Clerk/Treasurer for 20 years I can assure you that the remainder of 
the Town of Washington will have little difficulty. The Town of Hallie, like the Town 
of Washington was a founding member of the fire department that will serve 
them. The Town of Hallie has agreements with the Village of Lake Hallie and the 
Town of Seymour for road work; the Town of Washington will also have the same 
as presented in the Incorporation proposal. The Town of Washington has a solid 
tax base. The Town of Hallie’s law enforcement comes from the Chippewa County 
Sheriff’s Department but has a 9-1-1 agreement with the Lake Hallie Police 
Department. 

Impact on the metropolitan community. This is the 800-pound gorilla in the 
room. Many will argue that there is too much government. The State of Wisconsin 
has provided for incorporation for Towns. If we want less government in 
Wisconsin there would be no Towns, Villages, or cities. There would only be 
county government. The proposed Village of Washington will operate much like  
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the current Town Government has. Villages are more informal and more 
approachable than city government. 

The Village of Washington, like the Village of Lake Hallie will participate in 
Regional Planning and the Metropolitan Planning Organization. The proposed 
Village of Washington will have input into the Sewer Service Boundary Plan. 

In my opinion and experience I believe that the relationship with the City of Eau 
Claire will improve. The Village of Washington, having a fixed boundary, will end 
annexation, which causes litigation and distrust. Mutual aid with Eau Claire Fire 
Department will continue. Road plowing agreements will continue. 

The impact to the City of Eau Claire will be minimal. The City will not have to 
expend greater funds to employ more firefighters, police officers, street 
department workers, parks and recreation workers, waste water, and water utility 
workers, additional upgrades to their wastewater treatment plant may be 
postponed. 

 Nor will they will they have to add more fire stations, police sub-stations, street 
department equipment, recreation equipment, fire apparatus, or replace squad 
cars more frequently. Nor will they need to plan for additional water, sewer, and 
road infrastructure in the proposed Village of Washington. All in all, City of Eau 
Claire Taxpayers will save money. 

As to the City of Eau Claires growth; it is noted that the City of Eau Claire has 
recently released plans to “Urbanize” County Line Road on the northwest side of 
Eau Claire by installing a roundabout. Leah Ness, City of Eau Claire Engineer said 
“Although Country Jam relocated near this area in 2023, plans for this project 
were already in the works due to expected higher volumes from growth in 
residential and commercial areas on the north side. (WEAU TV.)   
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Town of Wheaton residents or Chippewa County residents understand that 
property along county line road north on County Highway T to State Highway 29 
will be annexed into the City of Eau Claire probably within 5-7 years. In the recent 
past, property from the Town of Seymore was annexed to create a new 
commercial district. So, Eau Claire will continue to have plenty of growth potential 
to the northwest and east. 

Yet in reviewing the updates to the Eau Claire Comprehensive Plan continued 
revitalization of Eau Claire’s downtown seems to be a priority as well as the 
Menomonie Street corridor and the Riverfront Area. Additional resources will be 
needed to update the older residential area and infrastructure within the City of 
Eau Claire. The Board may wish to review the City of Eau Claires Comprehensive 
Plan. 

A municipal attorney, David Raihle Sr. once told me to remember two things:  
urban sprawl does not become planned growth when property is annexed to a 
city or village and as John Lennon said life is what happens when you are making 
other plans. 

I thank you for your time and I would strongly urge the Incorporation Review 
Board to approve the proposed Incorporation of the Village of Washington and 
allow the referendum to proceed. 

John R Andersen 
11618 40th Ave 

Village of Lake Hallie 

December 17, 2025 
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12/17/2025 

Re: Incorporation of a Portion of the Town of Washington as the Village of Washington, Eau 
Claire Circuit Court Case #2024-CV000498 

My name is Jamie Brown and I have lived here, in the town of Washington, for 8 years. My 
family and I live on Otter Creek Rd, and we are here because this is where we really feel at 
home and love being. We love being in the country surrounded by nature and not 
surrounded by city sights or a part of the city. 

Incorporation is important to me because it directly impacts the place we call home and 
where we intend to live the rest of our lives. We deeply value the space, tranquility, and 
lifestyle that comes along with living outside of a city environment. Our way of life includes 
activities that include the outdoors, such as gardening, hiking, and hunting, as well as 
giving back to the land by restoring our fields to native prairie to support the wildlife and 
benefit future generations; all of these things we can do on either our land in the town of 
Washinton or we are able to make a short drive within the town of Washington to do them. 
We chose to live here, in a less densely populated area, close to parks, as well as shopping 
and services, many of which we find right here in our town of Washington.  

One of the criteria for incorporation is whether we are a homogeneous, unified community 
with shared characteristics. From my experience, the proposed Village area in the Town of 
Washington definitely is. We understand that having a lifestyle the requires more space, 
outside of the city, that this means having a well and a septic system that we have a 
responsibility to safely manage and maintain to protect our own and our neighbors’ health, 
rather than city sewer and city water. Another area of criteria is the identity of the 
village/boundary logic. For me, the proposed boundaries reflect the way things are in our 
town of Washington community; we have coffee shops, places to eat and shop (including a 
pet store to meet the needs of my family’s furry babies).  

When someone asks me where I live, I am proud to say that I live in the town of Washington 
and hope that I will be able to say I live in the Village of Washington soon. My family’s daily 
life includes the parks, services, roads and all the wonderful things wildlife within the 
boundaries, which show who we are now and what we want to be in the future. My family 
and I want very much to incorporate into a Village of Washinton and continue to be a part of 
this community and life, which we love; we do not want the city of Eau Claire to swallow us 
up. 

Our community is already a unified community and the proposed incorporation boundaries 
match our real community on the ground, with a town board and town services that 



demonstrate constant care for our community and the people within it. I respectfully urge 
approval of the incorporation petition. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Jamie M. Brown 

6604 Otter Creek Rd.  

Fall Creek, WI 54742 

 



���������		�
��
������
	����	����
��
��
�	��
��������
	��
����	������
���������
�	�
����	������������������
�	�
�
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12/27/2025 

Re: Incorporation of a Portion of the Town of Washington as the Village of Washington, Eau 
Claire Circuit Court Case #2024-CV000498 

My name is Scott Brown and my address is 6604 Otter Creek Road in the town of 
Washington.  I’ve lived in the same location since Oct 1998. My home was built on a 
smaller wooded lot located on what once was family farmland that my father grew up on as 
a boy.  A couple years following the completion of my home my parents removed the old 
farmhouse and built a new home located at the same location on property adjacent to my 
home.  Much of these adjoining properties are largely managed pine forest lands with some 
smaller open fields on both sides of I-94.  My father passed a few years ago however my 
mother still resides in the house that they built together in roughly the year of 2000. Both 
my mother and my wife & myself own land parcels on both sides of I-94.  Collectively, 
between the three of us we own approximately 100 acres. Some of these properties (west 
of I-94) would fall into the proposed boundary area of the Village of Washington.   

The three of us attended the meeting on Dec. 17, 2025 at the Town of Washington Town Hall 
to listen to various points of view regarding the subject of incorporation.  It was reassuring 
to find that many, if not all, of the residents that spoke that evening held many of the same 
views, beliefs and value sets as myself, my wife, and my mother.   Based on the points that 
were brought up by Town Of Washington residents and state legislators, both past and 
present, I came away from the meeting realizing that the vast majority felt as I did, that 
becoming the Village of Washington would allow us to retain our practices of land usage 
and preferred lifestyles. 

In the last few years in my immediate area there has been a number of varying sizable 
development projects that probably would not have happened if those properties had not 
been annexed into the city of Eau Claire.  I remember a representative for the City of Eau 
Claire stating on the night of Dec. 17th that land doesn’t get annexed into the city without a 
request from the landowner to do so. I don’t doubt that. If I were a developer and had 
purchased some available undeveloped acreage that I wanted to build a large apartment 
complex on, it would be, at that point, only in my best interest to request annexation into 
the city so that the project can go through, and that appears to be what has happened in 
our area recently.  Meanwhile, the homeowner across the road in the Town Of Washington 
who needed 5 acres to build his house upon 10 yrs earlier gets to look at a multi storied 
apartment complex in a field that once grew crops or held a nice patch of woods.  For those 
of us that live in the Town of Washington, we do so because of the rural, country setting. 
Many of us in the proposed area for incorporation still farm, hunt and enjoy a multitude of 
activities that otherwise would not be possible within city limits.  The vast majority of the 



land within the proposed boundary area for the Village of Washington is still fairly intact 
with regards to being a rural setting, notable exceptions would be limited to the areas that 
have been annexed into the city or properties that are in close proximity to the city of Eau 
Claire.   

My understanding is that one of the criteria for incorporation is whether we are a 
homogeneous, unified community with shared characteristics. We have a town hall that 
has full time employees. We regularly receive newsletters informing the residents of 
pertinent information.   We have a fire department that is responsive.  We have businesses 
present.  We do our voting at the town hall.  I pay my taxes at the town hall.  I attend the 
chicken dinners at the town hall for fundraising when I’m able.  These, as well as many 
more, are all activities that take place within the boundaries that are the Town of 
Washington currently and it is my sincerest hope that at some point will become the Village 
of Washington.  

Our community is already a unified community and the proposed incorporation boundaries 
already match our real community on the ground; we have a town board and town services 
that demonstrate constant care for our community and the people within it. I respectfully 
urge approval of the incorporation petition. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Scott J. Brown 

6604 Otter Creek Rd.  

Fall Creek, WI 54742 
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        Vincent & Roberta Barone 
        3045 Mewhorter Rd 
        Eau Claire WI 54701 
 
 
 
 
 
 December 28, 2025        
 
 
Bradley Vowels-Katter 
Division of Intergovernmental Relations 
Wisconsin Department of Administration 
PO Box 1645 
Madison WI 537012 
 
Re: Incorporation of a Portion of the Town of Washington as the Village of Washington, Eau 
Claire Circuit Court Case #2024-CV-000498 
 
Dear Incorporation Review Board Members, 
 
My husband and I have been residents of the Town of Washington for more than 39 years.  We 
moved to the Town of Washington so we could have a few acres to garden, something our lot in 
the City couldn’t offer.  Our property is about one-half mile from the Washington/Pleasant 
Valley Township Line and would be included in the Village Incorporation.  We are opposed to 
the Incorporation as becoming a village will not preserve the current town character in our 
opinion. 
 
The Incorporation Submittal Document for the Village of Washington had only the introduction 
available on the town’s website to read.  From that document and previous town newsletters it is 
our opinion that some points mentioned are contradictory.  In addition, the City of Eau Claire’s 
presentation at the December 17, 2025 Public Hearing raised further questions about 
infrastructure and the proposed village’s lack thereof. 
 
At the Informational Meeting held by the town June 18, 2024, the number one reason that was 
given for incorporation was to stop further annexation by the City of Eau Claire and stop further 
condensed development.  The town administrator’s presentation was only referring to 
development by the cities of Eau Claire and Altoona as the Town of Washington Newsleltter, 
Vol. 46, No.1 - March 2024 states: “Recent annexations by the cities of Eau Claire and Altoona 
have significantly changed the landscape for the Town of Washington...Lands within both the 
SSA and ETJ are essentially off limits for any development in the town that request a land 
division.  It is territory that is basically reserved for future annexation and development by Eau 
Claire and Altoona....What are some possible options?  3.  Incorporate the Town into a Village.  
This stops annexation completely. ...Incorporation also requires that we develop lands.”    
This brings up the issue of condensed development the town accuses the City of Eau Claire not 



allowing in the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ).  Yet, the town approved a subdivision 3/4 of a 
mile from city limits that offers 3/4 acre to 20 acre building sites for a total of 128 lots on 256 
acres.  However, in the December, 2024 Town of Washington Newsletter Vol 46 No. 2 in an 
article titled Village of Washington, paragraph two states: “We look forward to being able to 
control our destiny free of city regulation, annexation, and dense development.”  If the village 
allows lots smaller than 3/4 acres, then isn’t the village really the city but without the 
infrastructure and services?   
 
The Town of Washington demonstrates it’s unwillingness to conform to county rules and 
cooperate as well as corroborate with the City of Eau Claire.  This is evidenced by items 2., 3., 
4. and 8. on page 7 in the Incorporation Submittal Introduction.  For government to function for 
the good of the residents, cooperation is necessary at all levels.   The statement in the first 
paragraph of the Introduction “Incorporation would positively impact the entire metropolitan 
area by fostering better governmental relations...” leaves us feeling the town board and town 
administration is not leveling with us.  How many other contractions are out there? 
 
In conclusion, we ask that you dismiss the petition to hold a referendum to incorporate a portion 
of the Town of Washington as the Village of Washington.  
 
Sincerely, 
Roberta and Vincent Barone 
3045 Mewhorter Rd 
Eau Claire WI 54701 
715-832-2224 
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January 2, 2026 

Re: Incorporation of a Portion of the Town of Washington as the Village of Washington, Eau Claire Circuit 
Court   

Case #2024-CV-000498 

To: The Incorporation Review Board Members, 

 
My name is Michelle Zumwalt and my family and I have lived in the Town of Washington for 16.5 years. 
Our home is located within the boundaries of the proposed Village, where we live, send our kids to 
school, enjoy the peacefulness of the countryside and have access to shops, gas stations, fitness centers 
and various other businesses that support our needs. 
 
Incorporation matters to me because our community has reached a critical threshold where we require 
the legal and administrative tools of a village to protect our long-term stability. As the Eau Claire metro 
area grows, our identity as a distinct community is at risk of being fragmented. Having a local government 
that is directly accountable for our specific infrastructure and planning needs is essential for our 
future.  With the growth that has occurred over the last several years, I feel that we may lose our small 
sense of community and the peacefulness of country living. 
 
I believe our petition strongly meets the statutory criteria for Homogeneity and Sense of Community. 
Despite our growth, we support a deep social cohesion through neighbors and community events. The 
proposed boundaries are not arbitrary; they reflect the actual footprint of our daily lives. The accessibility 
of the services we use in the town meets our family’s needs along with being close to a city without all the 
traffic and congestion associated with larger cities.  The current services of the Town of Washington have 
been outstanding from road maintenance and tree removal to the quick response times of our fire 
department. By allowing the City of Eau Claire to move into our community, these services will be 
compromised. 
 
A concrete example of our need for local control occurred when the City of Eau Claire annexed land in 
our township creating unnecessary fragments and disruption to our own community. This moment 
clarified that we are ready to self-govern and possess the local expertise to manage our own affairs 
effectively. 
 
I urge approval of the Town of Washington’s petition to incorporate as a village. Transitioning to a village 
structure will not only protect our residents but will make the entire Eau Claire metro area stronger by 
creating a more stable, predictable, and well-governed partner in regional growth. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Michelle Zumwalt 
 
Michelle Zumwalt 
5440 Deerfield Rd 
Eau Claire, WI 54701 



715-579-4987 
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�� �!�"#$�%�&'()*+,#$&�-.�#/0�	�1$��*232)4)(�35*)�6!�� 78�!�9&.&:$��;��9<$=>�?%@&%A�"A&#�9&.&:$�B��9<$=>=%@&%A+A&C.�9C&9-,�@/DEFGHIJK�GLMN�OPQMR�STMUMVQWOX�YTSP�SZWNMXO�WLO�STUQVM[QWMSV\]S�VSW�̂RM̂_�RMV_N�ST�S̀OV�QWWQ̂LPOVWN�ZVRONN�aSZ�TÔSUVM[O�WLO�NOVXOT�QVX�_VSb�WLO�̂SVWOVW�MN�NQYO\cde�fghijkijlmig�in�l�oijmig�in�pqd�risg�in�tluqvgwpig�lu�pqd�xvyylwd�in�tluqvgwpigz�{l|�}ylvjd�}vjh|vp}i|jp�}lud�~�����}x����������������������������������������������������������������������� �����������������¡������������������������������������¢�����£�¤�����¥���������¦§̈© �����������������������£��������������ª����¥���£�¤�����¥��� ������������������������������������«�����������¥���£�������¬��­������«�¥��®������£�̄���­����� ��������������������������£��������¥������«����������­�����������������������������������££�������������������������������������������������������������������������£��������¥��������������������������������������� �¢�������������°��������������������������������������������������������������������±²³«����������������������¥�����������������������������������������������£����������������������́����¥��£�����������¥���������� �³����¢�����£�¤�����¥��������������������������������������������������́�������������������������������������������µ������������������������������������£�¥������¥����������������������������£���£������¥���������� �¢���������������������������£���������������£����������́���������������������������������������������������������������ª����¥�����������������������������������������¥������­�����£�̄���­����� �����������£��������������¢�����£�¤�����¥���µ���������������������������£���������������������������������������� �����������¥���������������¥���������¥�¥�����¶��������������������������������¥����·̧¹¶������������£����������¥�����������������������£������������������� �³����������°��������¢����³���������������������º�����¥��������������������������������������������������������������¥������������¥���������������������������¥�������������������������������������������������¥����³������������������� �������¥�������������������������»�������������������������£���������������������������¥�����������������������������������������¥��������������������������µ������������� �¤����������������������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������������������¥���¥�����������������£�����������¥����������������������������������������������������������� �³����������������¦§¦¼�����°�������£�����¢�����£¤�����¥���µ��������������­�����£�̄���­������������������£������������������ �¡�������������������������������������������������¥�������������������������������­�����£�̄���­����������°��������������������½�����£�������������������£������������ �¢����������������������������������°����������£������£��������µ���������������� �£�¢�����£�¤�����¥�����������������������££������������������������������������������������£�������������������££�����¥������������������������������������¥���¥�������������������������������������

¾̈¦¿¾¦̧��̈¦À§¦�±� ¬���������«��������£�����¢�����£�¤�����¥���Á�������������������������������������£���������������������ª����¥���£�¤�����¥����́�ª����Â

�����À�����Ã��������Ä«��������������¥±���̈¼ ¾̈¦



�����������	
��������	
��	�
���	������	���	��
����	��������	������	�
�������	�
�	������	��������
�
��	�
�	����	�
�	�
��	�
	
���
��	���	�
��	
�	��
�����
��
	������
�	�
	���
��
����	�	�
���
�	
�	
��	�
�����
	���	�������	
�	��
�����
��	�
	����	����	��	
��	�
����
�	���	

	��	����	���	
��
�������	�
	����	�
��	��	
��	������	�
�������	���	��
	����
�
	��

����
�	�����	�
�	�
�	�
��	����� ���������!

���	"����#$%&	�����

	 �'��	�������	��	($)*+
+,%),%&�	+%-*%	." /�����	��	 ���
��	
�	���	�
��	
�	��
�����
�0
	������
�	�
	���
��
����	�	�
���
�	
�	���	�
��	���
	�	���	�������	
�	��
�����
�	1	�
���2

��
��-�����3����
���4 ��
�����5������.���+# %,%



���������		�
��
������
	����	����
��
��
�	��
����	������
���������
�	�
�	��������������������� �!����   !"#$
�%&�'())*++,-.(/�0'�.�1&�'())*++,-.(/�0'�.23�	�4�*�5676+8+9�:;7<�=>�� ?@�>�*/'/A(��B��*C(DE�FGH/GI�1I/.�*/'/A(�J��*C(DEDGH/GI,I/)'�*)/*0-�H2K�(��('L.G*�)�M+KN�OBP@*'�DA�D(�/�*�Q�..G*�)�+8+90C�'RS�T�I*)L/A�=��I/*-0U=VWS�Q/�E��&�V(��Q�(/DG�A��I/*-0U=VWSXYZ[\]̂ _�[̀ab�cdeaf�ghaiajekcl�mhgd�gnkbalc�k̀c�ghiejaoekagjpqg�jgk�rfars�fajsb�gh�gtcj�ekker̀dcjkb�njfcbb�ugn�hcrgijaoc�k̀c�bcjlch�ejl�sjgv�k̀c�rgjkcjk�ab�bemcpwxyyz�{|}z~�z~���z|��x��x���z�~��������}�x����yx��x���|��� �����~�}z��x|����|�����z~��z����x�{|}z~�z~���z|�z����x��z�|�z�������|��z|��z�����yy��x�����|��~��}yx��~z������z|���������x����y�~x������x�}����z�������y��~x��z�yx�����x���x�yx����z��||z��}x���z~����z|����~x��y��|���|�������yy�z|���yyz|��z��~����x���x��|�z���x������x������x~� �����}~xx|��z����z�����x�������x�z�x~¡x¢�x|����~x������x�}����z�������y��~x�z|������~�|����}x|�x~�£����}��~x��z����}����z�������y��~x��yz��¤z���x~�������z�|�z�������|��z|��yz��¤z������}��~x���x~x����x|�z|���x���x����������|���|��x��z��x�}��z��x~����x~���x�}�����||x¢x���������~��z����x�~z����|������}��~�x���������|���|�|�������yx��x��xxy��~xx��z�~x�}��z��������¥�x���z|��z~�}y�~���}���z|�������|���z�����|����yy¦�§̈§¦¦¡��� ��©ª«¬­�®̄ °±­�²¬³̄ ¬́�µ¬̄¶·�̧ ¹̄�º»̄¼­¬�½±­¶¼¾́�¿±�À¬Á»̄Â¬�Ã­±¶¬¾�Ä¼Á¬�Å�½ÄÀ�

�̈�¦̈�Æ������§��Ç Èx��x~��|�����z~��z����x��|}z~�z~���z|�z����x��z�|�z�������|��z|��z�����yy��x�¡����x�É���£¡��¡���£ÊË�¡��z�xy�¡Ì���x~���~��yx��¡�ÍÎ

��z����y�|�Ï��|�z�{�ÐÑx}z|��~��x���|���|x�� �̈�



  Ball Comments – Incorporation 

1 
 

January 4, 2026 
 
Incorporation Review Board 
Court Case #2024-CV-000498 
 
Subject: Letter in Support of the Incorporation of the Town of Washington as the Village 
of Washington 
 
Dear Review Board Members: 
 
My name is Tina Ball.  My husband and I reside at 5999 Cater Road in the Town of 
Washington.  We have lived in the Township for 33 years in three different homes 
in different parts of the town.  The town is extremely well managed, incredibly 
well maintained and has been a magnificent place to live and raise our family. 
 
We dread the thought of the City of Eau Claire having any responsibilities within 
our township.  We have witnessed firsthand the city’s inability to take care of its 
own residents and manage its own infrastructure and the thought of them having 
any oversight over our wonderful community is frightening. I’m attaching pictures 
of town roads plowed by the town compared to adjacent roads plowed by the city 
after its recent annexation of the area as a small example of the city’s ineptness 
and inability to take care of its own infrastructure let alone suggest it could take 
care of our town/village. 
 
I provided verbal comments on December 17th sharing our experience with the 
town’s incredible efforts to keep our roads safe by removing snow within hours 
after even a significant snowfall and even on our little road with only 6 homes.  I 
shared how the Town Administrator has pitched in on numerous occasions to 
help plow snow when needed.  My grandson lives in our home and is 10 years old.  
He is the only child who rides a school bus, and we have never had an issue with 
our road not being plowed before his bus arrives.  I shared my stories about the 
town’s stellar response to our annual calls to have furniture and other debris 
removed from our road when the kids move out of the university and use our 
road as a convenient place to dump their unwanted goods.  The town 
administration and the town residents are all very proud of the cleanliness of our 
town and we all take pride in keeping our rural community clean, safe and a 
wonderful place to live. 
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The glimpses into the city’s ability to manage have been alarming.  I will share 
some of those here. 
 
First, I’m attaching an article describing how the city managed to not notice a 
main sewer line failure for 11 months resulting in an estimated 100 million gallons 
of raw sewage going into the Chippewa River. That is inexcusable yet the city’s 
response was, “we were lucky that it was diluted in the river!”  Are you kidding 
me? 
 
Then, there is their fiscal irresponsibility.  I am providing another article 
demonstrating the city’s incredible over-expenditure on its new Transit building 
downtown.  A project where they told the residents it would cost taxpayers $1.25 
million yet ended up costing them nearly $10 million.  There are many other 
examples of fees assessed on city residents to try to make up for massive fiscal 
mismanagement such as a recently passed wheel tax that will not be used to 
maintain the roads, by the way, and parking fees that will adversely impact small 
businesses in the downtown area.  The Town of Washington has worked hard 
over the many years we’ve lived here to be fiscally responsible and to not spend 
money it didn’t have.  The Town of Washington, quite impressively, is now a debt-
free municipality. 
  
The City of Eau Claire has also proved to be an awful neighbor. A recent example 
is its seizure of 438 acres of land including a county park to allow them to build a 
massive development – 1551 housing units – on 235 acres in the heart of the 
town.  The land being developed was outside the city’s sewer service area and as 
such, was supposed to remain in the town as part of an intergovernmental 
agreement that the city breached. The city leaped over 1161 acres of land inside 
its future city service area to grab this land.  In addition, one of the two 
landowners involved in the annexation was an elderly man that did not want it to 
be annexed yet the city didn’t care (the city knew that the developers threatened 
to sue the landowner if he disputed the annexation since the developers deceived 
the man into signing an agreement that permitted annexation as an option).  The 
city also couldn’t have cared less about the town residents’ severe opposition to 
the annexation.    
 
As proud and extremely happy town residents for decades, my family implores 
this board to approve the incorporation of the town into a village.  The town 
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leaders have a proven track record of success in keeping the town clean, well 
maintained, superbly managed and fiscally sound and will have the same 
successes as the village.  The town leaders are extremely responsive to the needs 
of its residents; are always transparent and have always made the success of the 
town and the security and safety of its residents a top priority. The city, on the 
other hand, has a long history of fiscal mismanagement, negotiating in bad faith, 
bullying the town of Washington and its residents and putting the personal 
agendas and the egos of its leaders and its attorney first instead of what’s in the 
best interests of its residents. 
 
Please give the town residents the voice we all deserve and approve of the village 
incorporation.  Our wonderful, rural, close-knit community will cease to exist if 
this incorporation is denied. 
 
Thank you –  
 
Gary and Tina Ball and family 
 
 

 
Township Plowing 
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City of Eau Claire Plowing 
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mqnkqnĥ�mnEmr�ps AM\P�MS�_KHFGPOQMP�BPXMNZMNKQGMP�t�uM\ILHtbKQQIN̂�cNKRLI[�t�WC?�t�CTQLMMY
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Dear Incorporation Review Board Members, 

I, Nathan Kent, and my wife, Mariena Kent, are writing to inform you of our support of the 
Town of Washington to incorporate as a Village. My wife and I have resided in this township 
since our move 6 years ago as a married couple with one young child. We now have four 
children and love raising our family in this township. My wife grew up in the Town of 
Washington and had a wonderful community experience in her childhood that we are trying 
to replicate for our kids. We precisely sought out our home in this township, outside of city 
limits, to instill in our children the importance of civil duty, fiscal responsibility, and living in 
a rural landscape. Over the course of the past three years we have seen the City of Eau 
Claire fail in these areas dramatically. 

The city has failed in exemplifying how our kids can participate in civil duty. Our voice was 
not heard when they extended their city limits by 2 miles into our neighborhood, in what 
has been deemed an outrageous balloon-on-a-string annexation – one that even if it did not 
violate the letter of the law as it is written, certainly violated the spirit of the law. 
Homeowners did not choose their own annexation. It was not initiated by a landowner, but 
instead was initiated by a developer and involved three parties: an out of state resident, a 
landowner bound under contract, and a County Park. We (neighborhood residents residing 
in the township) were told we could not speak at these city meetings early in the process 
since we were not residents of the city. We had no representation and the city council 
members did not care about our voice in the matter. Two years into this matter, there were 
city council members who still had not physically been out to our neighborhood to see this 
area being annexed. My wife and/or myself have attended over 25 meetings regarding this 
matter. Our neighbors have created a neighborhood association and obtained our own 
legal counsel. The city council has pretended to hear our concerns by cherry picking the 
ones that they can solve (ex. Providing city water to ensure the water table is not affected 
by more wells). They have repeatedly ignored our foremost concern about density in our 
neighborhood and only have increased the density of the future development throughout 
this process. In what has been an extremely frustrating process for our community 
members, the city has repeatedly failed at making us feel like our voice is being heard. 
However, each time we have attended Town of Washington meetings, our questions get 
answered directly, succinctly, and precisely. The first meeting we attended at Town Hall 
about the idea of incorporating the board members had an extremely thorough 
presentation of what it would take to incorporate. Even though over 350 attended, they took 
questions from the audience and did an excellent job. A microphone was passed to 
everyone in the room. Each resident had a chance to speak while staying in their chair. The 
response was almost completely unanimous in support of incorporating. I have complete 
confidence in the Town of Washington to let our voices be heard. 



In addition, I have more faith in the Town of Washington to provide the required services to 
our neighborhood than the City. Our town public works has always plowed the snow on our 
street more quickly than the city (when it became their responsibility due to the 
annexation). The city recently presented before your review board they can more effectively 
provide emergency services to our area, noting an image showing response times over a 
certain area being incorporated. With a target response time of 8 minutes the city 
emergency services could cover more of the proposed area than the town emergency 
services. What was NOT discussed was that a 2 minute turnout and 6 minute travel time by 
the city services cannot be reduced. It is much easier to reduce the town service’s turnout 
time (as travel time from the city is fixed and cannot be reduced), which would clearly allow 
the Town’s response time to cover ALL of the incorporated area. This is just one example. 
Also supporting my belief the Town can effectively provide the required services to our 
neighborhood is their track record of executing projects on time and within budget. Future 
service buildings can be added as needed with Town/Village growth and the Town has a 
better track record of knowing when such project is needed and having the means to 
execute it. City projects, on the other hand, I have seen examples in the last three years be 
either: not necessary; or much needed but delayed due to inadequate funding, or projects 
being awarded to insufficient contractors, among other reasons. The Town of Washington 
has been exemplary and much more transparent in their fiscal responsibility. (*See recent 
Eau Claire 2026 budget re-allocations to the “Other Services” category.) 

The City of Eau Claire has not developed recently annexed areas in a congruent manner 
with surrounding neighborhoods. Our community is proud of it’s rural nature and the 
Township seeks to preserve that as it grows and develops. Eau Claire, on the other hand, 
seems unfit to align with this prerogative at it’s very core. The annexed development across 
from our Town Hall is unsightly and much more dense than the surrounding community. 
The proposed Orchard Hills development dishonestly cut down trees, and is also much 
more dense than the neighborhoods that surround it. The City references some of their 
state funding is dependent on achieving target growth percentages in housing 
development, as well as their narrative for new developments being required to have mixed 
use zoning. Neither of these values align with our community, yet they are at the very core 
of how the City operates and seeks to expand into our neighborhood. This is contributing to 
a largely fear and anger based view of the City, rather than the domestic peace and 
tranquility our very constitution seeks to promote in our governance. 

We teach our children to have a voice in their community, be fiscally responsible, and be 
good stewards of the land. Over the past three years in my dealings with the City of Eau 
Claire they have not promoted, nor exemplified these values. Rather, they have done the 
opposite. We fear they will seek to unjustly extend their boundary further into our Township 



as we have seen them do already. It is for these reasons my wife and I are seeking your 
approval in the incorporation of our beloved Township into Village status. To preserve the 
current nature of our community and promote the Town’s values into the future for the next 
generations.  

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Nathan & Mariena Kent 
2335 Trillium Dr 
Eau Claire, WI 54701 
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