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Heating Systems
HAVE A PROFESSIONAL INSPECT AND TUNE UP YOUR FURNACE
· Oil-burning furnaces should be checked every year. 
· Gas-burning ones should be checked every two years.  ns can
· Change your furnace filter monthly during the heating season and during the summer if you have central air conditioning.  Changing your furnace filter will save you money and provide a healthy environment with clean air. Dirty or clogged filters block airflow and reduce efficiency.
· If using space heaters, prevent fires by placing your space heater at least three feet away from furniture, draperies, etc. Plug your space heater into a grounded outlet, not a power strip or extension cord. Most importantly, turn off and unplug the heater when you leave your home. 
· Routinely check your furnace exhaust during the winter to ensure that snow is not blocking exhaust pipes. While you’re out clearing snow off the driveway, make sure to check the furnace intake and exhaust pipes. These pipes are usually a foot or two above the ground, so if there’s more than a few inches of snow, it’s important to check them. Removing snow and ice is important for the furnace to work properly. This will also prevent thawing and re-freezing in the pipes, which can cause your furnace to quit working. The furnace may stop working if the intake and exhaust pipes are blocked. Turn off the power to the furnace, clear the pipes and then turn the power back on. 
· Clear snow and ice from the gas meter
Another important thing to keep clear of snow and ice is the gas meter outside your home. It not only records how much gas is used, but it also regulates the pressure of the gas coming into your home. It ensures the pressure remains steady. If the vents on the meter become plugged by snow or ice, it can cause erratic pressure. This could cause the furnace or water heater to not work properly.

BUY SMOKE DETECTORS
You should have one on every level of your house and one outside each sleeping area. Replace the batteries twice each year.  Do it when you change the clocks.

GET A CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM
Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless, and toxic gas. To keep your family safe, install a carbon monoxide alarm in your home, do not use gas grills or generators indoors, and never heat your home with a gas stove.

KNOW SYMPTOMS OF CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING
It’s deadly. Symptoms include dizziness, headache, nausea, irregular breathing and confusion. If you think you have the flu but get better when you leave the house, carbon monoxide could be the cause.

Idling gets you 0 miles per gallon. The best way to warm up a vehicle is to drive it. No more than 30 seconds of idling on winter days is needed. Anything more simply wastes fuel and increases emissions. NEVER LEAVE AN ENGINE RUNNING IN AN ATTACHED GARAGE exhaust fumes can be toxic and deadly. Never leave a snow blower, car or anything else running in the garage – even if the garage door is open!  

Other Household Energy Usage and Tips to Reduce energy consumption
· In the Winter keep drapes open in the day. It lets the sunlight heat your home. Close them at night to keep the chill out.
· If you use an electric blanket, turn it off when not in use.
· Light emitting diodes, or LEDs, offer better light quality than incandescent bulbs, last 25 times as long, and use even 75% less energy than incandescent lighting. Look for ENERGY STAR qualified LED products at home improvement centers and lighting showrooms. LEDs make great holiday gifts for the sustainable minded.
· If shopping for holiday lights, buy LEDs that use less energy and last longer.
· Cover liquids and wrap foods stored in the refrigerator. Uncovered foods release moisture and make the compressor work harder.
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