
 

 
Before The 

State Of Wisconsin 
DIVISION OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS 

 
 

In the Matter of Claims Against the Dealer Bond 
of My Car Auto Sales, LLC 

 
Case No. TR-07-0017  

 
 
 

FINAL DETERMINATION 
 
 On December 26, 2006, Angel Lyon filed a claim with the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation (Department) against the motor vehicle dealer bond of My Car Auto Sales (the 
Dealer).  On May 11, 2007, this claim along with documents gathered by the Department was 
referred to the Division of Hearings and Appeals.  Pursuant to the procedures set forth at Wis. 
Admin. Code § Trans 140.26, a Public Notice to File Dealer Bond Claims was published in The 
Dunn County News, a newspaper published in Menomonie, Wisconsin, on June 8, 2007.  The 
notice informed other persons who may have claims against the Dealer to file them with the 
Department by August 9, 2007.  No additional claims were filed.  The Administrative Law Judge 
issued a Preliminary Determination on August 16, 2007.  No objections to the Preliminary 
Determination were received.  Pursuant to Wis. Admin. Code § Trans 140.26(5)(d) the 
Preliminary Determination is adopted as the final decision of the Department of Transportation.   
 
 In accordance with Wis. Stat. §§ 227.47 and 227.53(1)(c), the PARTIES to this 
proceeding are certified as follows: 
 

Angel Lyon 
200 Oak Street,  #103 
Woodville, WI  54028 
 
My Car Auto Sales, LLC 
3206 Highway 25 North 
Menomonie, WI  54751 
 
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company 
Bond Department 
1100 Locust Dept. 2006 
Des Moines, IA  50391-2006 
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FINDINGS OF FACT 

 
 1. Evan Jacobson is the owner of My Car Auto Sales, LLC.  My Car Auto Sales, 
LLC (the Dealer) was licensed by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (Department) as 
a motor vehicle dealer.  The Dealer’s facilities were located at 3206 Highway 25N, Menomonie, 
Wisconsin, 54751.  The dealership is out of business. 
 
 2.  The Dealer had a bond in force from July 27, 2005 until June 9, 2006.  (Bond 
#7900633472 from Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company) 
 
 3. On June 7, 2006, Angel Lyon purchased a 2002 Ford Taurus automobile, vehicle 
identification number 1FAFP53U12G162138, from the Dealer for $7,574.56 including sales tax 
and license and registration fees.   
 
 4. Ms. Lyon did not receive a title or plates for the vehicle by the time the temporary 
plates for the vehicle expired.  Ms Lyon contacted the local Division of Motor Vehicle customer 
service center for the Department and was informed that the Department had never received a 
title application for the vehicle from the Dealer.  Ms. Lyon attempted to contact the Dealer about 
the lack of an application and discovered that the Dealer appeared to have closed.  On October 
18, 2006, Ms. Lyon filed a complaint with the Department of Transportation—Dealer Section 
(Dealer Section) against the Dealer.  The investigator from the Dealer Section determined that 
the Dealer had gone out of business. 
 
 5. The investigator was unable to resolve the complaint and on December 26, 2006, 
Ms. Lyon filed a claim against the surety bond of the Dealer.  The claim is in the amount of 
$9,260.00.  The claim is itemized as $6,495.00 – purchase price of the vehicle; $579.76 – taxes 
and filing fees; $1,685.84 – finance charges; and, $500.00 – down payment.  Ms. Lyon has not 
received a title, registration or license plates for the vehicle she purchased and; therefore, is 
unable to lawfully operate or sell the vehicle.  Accordingly, Ms. Lyon is entitled to a refund of 
the amount she paid for the vehicle.  
 

6. Ms. Lyon sustained a loss of as a result of the Dealer’s failure to submit the title 
and application for title to the Department within seven business days as required by Wis. Stat. § 
342.16(1).  A violation of Wis. Stat. § 342.16(1) is, in turn, a violation of Wis. Stat. § 
218.0116(1)(gm) (having violated any law relating to the sale, lease, distribution, or financing of 
motor vehicles).  
 
 7. Ms. Lyon filed a bond claim within three years of the ending date of the period 
the Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company bond was in effect and it is, therefore, a timely 
claim. 
 
 8. The loss sustained by Ms. Lyon was caused by an act of the Dealer that would be 
grounds for the suspension or revocation of his motor vehicle dealer license.  Accordingly, the 
claim is allowable.  Ms. Lyon submitted documentation to support a claim in the amount of 
$7,574.76, the purchase price, including sales tax and license and registration fees, of the vehicle.  
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The remainder of Ms. Lyon’s claim was for interest on the loan she obtained to purchase the 
vehicle.  Pursuant to Wis. Admin. Code § Trans 140.21(2)(e), claims for interest are expressly 
disallowed.  Therefore, this portion of the claim is not allowable.   
 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
 
 1. Angel Lyon’s claim arose on June 7, 2006, the date she purchased the subject 
vehicle from the Dealer.  The surety bond issued to the Dealer by Nationwide Mutual Insurance 
Company covers a one-year period commencing on July 27, 2005.  The claim arose during the 
period covered by the surety bond. 
 
 2. On December 26, 2006, Ms. Lyon filed a claim against the motor vehicle dealer 
bond of the Dealer.  The bond claim was filed within three years of the last day of the period 
covered by the surety bond.  Pursuant to sec. Trans 140.21(1)(d), Wis. Adm. Cod, the claim is 
timely. 
 
 3. Ms. Lyon’s loss was caused by an act of the Dealer that would be grounds for 
suspension or revocation of his motor vehicle dealer license.  Ms. Lyon has submitted 
documentation to support a claim in the amount of $7,574.76.  Pursuant to Wis. Admin. Code § 
140.21(1)(c), this portion of the claim is allowable. 
 
 4. The Division of Hearings and Appeals has authority to issue the following order. 
 

ORDER 
 
 The claim filed by Angel Lyon against the motor vehicle dealer bond of My Car Auto 
Sales, LLC, is APPROVED in the amount of $7,574.76.  Nationwide Mutual Insurance 
Company shall pay Ms. Lyon this amount for her loss attributable to the actions of My Car Auto 
Sales, LLC, and Ms. Lyon shall surrender possession of the vehicle to Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company. 
 

Dated at Madison, Wisconsin on September 18, 2007. 
 
   STATE OF WISCONSIN 
   DIVISION OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS 
   5005 University Avenue, Suite 201 
   Madison, Wisconsin  53705-5400 
   Telephone: (608) 266-7709 
   FAX:  (608) 264-9885 
 
 
   By: _______________________________________________ 
     MARK J. KAISER 
     ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE 
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