STATE COUNCIL ON AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
Minutes 

July 17, 2014

Boardman and Clark LLC
1 S. Pinckney Street, Suite 410, Madison, WI 

PRESENT: James Parker, Roger L. Pulliam, Christopher Zenchenko, and Yolanda Santos Adams (teleconference)
		
ABSENT:	Nancy Vue, John Magerus, Annette ‘Polly” Williams, Janice Hughes and Lakshmi Bharadwaj	

STAFF:  	Jeanette Johnson, Eileen Hocker, and Jennifer Zschernitz

The meeting was called to order by Chair James Parker at 9:05 a.m. 

Minutes:
The minutes were not discussed.  

Announcements: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]James Parker mentioned that the American Association for Affirmative Action had announced a name change to American Association of Access, Equity and Diversity.  Same mission just new name.  James thought the SCAA might want to consider changing the name of the Council.  This could be a positive thing or a risk.  Because the Council was developed per Wisconsin Statutes, the request for a name change would have to go through the legislature. 

James Parker announced that he has not heard from nor has he been able to reach Nancy Vue.  He will try once more to make contact before removing her from the committee.

OSER/DAA updates.  Jeanette Johnson, Administrator, OSER DAA, told the committee about the revamping of the OSER/DAA website, AA Plans submission update (only waiting for four AA Plans), new bulletins (Balanced Panel and Reasonable Accommodations), forms (Veteran New Hire and Written Hiring Reason) and HR Handbook Chapter 800:  Equal Employment Opportunity Programs and Affirmative Action Planning Standard were published.  Still waiting for two Handbook Chapters, they are currently with OSER legal counsel.  OSER just hired three new attorneys.

Chris Zenchenko wanted to know if legal counsel made any significant changes to the Handbook Chapter.  Jennifer told the committee that they were mostly formatting changes. 

James Parker mentioned that OSER/DAA was having more outcomes than in the past and was wondering why that was.  Jeanette stated that she works with Greg Gracz, OSER Director and OSER legal to ensure our items keep moving forward.  Jeanette confirmed that OSER/DAA currently has five staff including  herself.

Nomination and Vote:
Current Chair James Parker announced that so far he has received one nomination from John Magerus who nominated Chris Zenchenko as the new Chair person.  Yolanda seconded that nomination.  No others stepped forward for consideration.  Vote was unanimous.

Chris Zenchenko will begin his duties as Chair at the next meeting.

Confirm member appointments:

Jeanette Johnson, wanted to confirm membership of the committee, so the SCAA would know how many vacancies there were.

James Parker went over the current list of members, assuming all current members were going to remain. He also discussed the number of Executive Committee members needed per the SCAA bylaws.  He suggested that we have fewer Executive Committee members because of only having eight members. 

Yolanda suggested that everyone recruit new candidates and convene another meeting before September to vote on them.  After the appointments are made, then create the rest of the Executive Committee.

Chris Zenchenko wanted to confirm whether the past Chair served on the Executive Committee.

James Parker suggested that as the past Chair he would go into the role of Vice Chair.  He asked if anyone objected.  No one did.

Yolanda stated that she would be available by conference call if another meeting was called.

Chris Zenchenko stated that future discussions between meetings would be web interface.  He would send the link invites.  Members would need to download a web link program.  He also mentioned that this link could be done by an App on your iPhone or android.

Membership Plan:

Chris Zenchenko stated that the committee needs a slate of possible members to review and then they need appointments.  He also reminded everyone that OSER does not direct SCAA functions, that they make those decisions themselves.  Jeanette agreed reminding them that OSER/DAA just staffs the meetings as their role.  James Parker suggested that Chris be the one to attend a meeting with the appointment person at the Capitol building.  Chris restated that the committee needs to have a conversation regarding possible committee members.

Eileen confirmed that she had a list from the past that James Parker gave her of potential new council members.  Yolanda mentioned that she had several possible candidates. James also had an additional name.
James Parker confirmed that everyone should send names of possible SCAA members to Jennifer Zschernitz by July 31, 2014 and she will forward the list to all SCAA members.  

Roger Pulliam stated that it would be good to have more members and to refresh the agendas for the meetings.



Diversity Award Ceremony: 
James Parker suggested that he be the speaker for the next Diversity Awards.  Everyone agreed that that was appropriate and acceptable. (Prior to today’s meeting, James Parker had conveyed to Jeanette Johnson his desire to conclude his leadership tenure over the Council with a presentation he could give as speaker at the 2014 Diversity Awards.) 

James Parker asked Jennifer Zschernitz for an update on the Diversity Awards.  Jennifer stated that the initial letters requesting submission were sent hard copy to each campus and agency, the SCAA members and AA Officers.  She also stated that the committee had already received its first submission from UW Superior.  In addition UW Madison had called and asked how many submissions they could send in and if they could submit for both the Ann Lydecker and Diversity Award.  Members present agreed that per the criteria they could do that.  Roger Pulliam suggested that anything sent to UW Platteville should include Angela Miller.  Jennifer stated that the next step per the last SCAA meeting was to send a reminder out in July.  James suggested that Chris Zenchenko pen two reminder letters one for agencies and one for UW Campuses.

Eileen Hocker informed the Council that the next Statewide AAAC (Affirmative Action Advisory Committee) meeting was going to be the same day as the Diversity Awards, October 23, 2014 in the morning from 10:30 am – 12:00 pm.  The AAAC members were invited to then stay for the Diversity Awards.

Adjournment:

James Parker thanked the SCAA members for their support the past 10 years that he has served on the Council.

Roger Pulliam thanked OSER/DAA for their positive influence, sending the Council information and keeping them updated on tasks completed. .

Meeting adjourned at 9:44 am.

Future Meetings: (Consensus of members to hold all 2014 meetings in Madison)
Possible meeting prior to September to review possible candidates for Council membership
September 11           Meeting, determine Diversity Award winners, Madison

ACTION ITEMS:

ALL SCAA MEMBERS:  Submit possible candidate names to Jennifer Zschernitz by July 31, 2014.
JENNIFER ZSCHERNTIZ:  Send list of candidates to all SCAA members
CHRIS ZENCHENKO:  Write two reminder letters requesting agencies and UW Campuses to submit Diversity Award and Ann Lydecker applications.
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