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“Orange Barrel Season” Is 
Here! 
Work Zone Safety is Everyone’s Job    
In road work zones, workers and 
equipment often are operating 
within a few feet of traffic. Add to 
that narrow lanes, different merge 
lanes from side roads, and rough 
or uneven pavement. Rear-end 
collisions are the most frequent 
type of crash in a work zone. 
Although construction workers are 
at a great risk of being hit, about 
three out of four people killed in 
work zone crashes are motorists. 

To help make work zones safer, the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation (WisDOT) will use 
temporary portable rumble strips 
on a dozen state highway 
improvement projects this season. 
The rumble strips provide an 
auditory and vibratory warning to 
drivers to slow down when 
entering a work zone.  

Traffic Fines Double in Work Zones 
During construction season, drivers 
will again face the challenge of 
safely maneuvering through work 
zones. To prevent crashes and 
save lives, fines for traffic violations 
in work zones are double the usual 
amounts when workers are 
present. Posted work zone speed 
limits are still in force even when 
workers are not present. 

New Law – Cell Phone Use Banned 
In Work Zones! 
Drivers, it’s never too early to start 
practicing good safety habits!  
Beginning October 1, 2016, the use 
of a cell phone in a work zone will 
be subject to fine/forfeiture. There 
is an exception for voice activated 
or hands-free technology, or to 
report an emergency. Details are 
in Wisconsin Act 308. Be safe when 
driving on Wisconsin roads— put 
away that cell phone! 
 
DNR Spring Updates 
Prevent Wildfires – Get a Burn Permit 
Debris burning is the number one 
cause of wildfires in Wisconsin. 
While outdoor burning is viable 
option for getting rid of your 
leaves, brush and pine needles, 

let’s face it . . . it is unsafe, 
unhealthy, and a nuisance. 
Contact your local municipality to 
discover other ways to get rid of 
yard debris, such as composting or 
hauling to a transfer site, and if 
there are any permit requirements 
or ordinances in place prior to any 
outdoor burning.  

Visit dnr.wi.gov search keyword 
"fire" for today’s fire danger, burn 
permit requirements and ways to 
keep your home property safe. 
 

New Panfish Regulations  
The Department of Natural 
Resources has put experimental 
panfish regulations in place on 94 
lakes after extensive public input. It 
includes specific lakes in the 
following 18 northern counties:  
Eau Claire, Florence, Forest, 
Langlade, Lincoln, Manitowoc, 
Marathon, Marinette, Oconto, 
Oneida, Portage, Price, Rusk, 
Sawyer, Taylor, Vilas, Waupaca, 
and Wood.   

Three different experimental bag 
limits are being applied to the 94 
lakes to determine which is best at 
improving panfish size. The new 
rules will be evaluated in five years 
and again in 10 years. Signs have 
been posted at boat landings and 
public fishing spots on the affected 
lakes. Anglers can look for the new 
regulations in the 2016-17 Guide to 
Wisconsin Hook and Line Fishing 
Regulations and check out the 
panfish factsheet. To learn more 
about the plan and experimental 
regulations, search the DNR 
website, dnr.wi.gov for "panfish 
plan." 

Protect Oak Trees – Wait Until After 
July To Prune  
The Department of Natural 
Resources advises against pruning 
oaks from April through July. Spring 
and early summer pruning makes 
oak trees vulnerable to oak wilt, a 
fatal fungal disease. More 
information is available online at 
dnr.wi.gov by typing "oak wilt"  or  
"tree pruning" in the search box.

 

more on 2 

 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2015/related/acts/308.pdf
http://www.dnr.wi.gov/
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/ForestFire/
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/regulations/hookline.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/regulations/hookline.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/regulations/hookline.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/fishing/documents/outreach/PanfishFactSheetMay15.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Fishing/Outreach/PanfishPlan.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Fishing/Outreach/PanfishPlan.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/foresthealth/oakwilt.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/fr/fr0256.pdf
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DNR Spring Updates Cont’d 
Tips For Homeowners To Avoid Bear 
Conflicts  
Bears have begun to emerge from 
their dens, and homeowners are 
encouraged to take precautions 
to avoid potential conflicts. Black 
bears normally avoid contact with 
people, but when food sources 
are available bears can quickly 
learn to associate humans with 
food.  

It is illegal to intentionally feed 
bears in Wisconsin, but it is also 
important for homeowners to 
make sure they do not 
unintentionally feed bears via an 
accessible food source near their 
home. Bears will periodically check 
sites where food was once 
available, so it may take several 
days to weeks before a bear will 
quit visiting a site once the food 
source has been removed. 

Living With Bears in Wisconsin is a 
fact sheet that can be 
downloaded from the DNR 
website and posted in public areas 
or made available in brochure 
racks. 

WEDC Launches "Made In 
Wisconsin" Program 
Made In Wisconsin®. What better 
testament to the innovation, 
integrity and quality that separates 
your products from those 
originating elsewhere? Now, you 
can proudly stamp your state pride 
on your work. 

The Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation has 
developed a Made In Wisconsin 
logo for companies to use. The 
logo can be adapted to reflect 
your production processes. 

Options include: 

 Made In Wisconsin
 Manufactured In Wisconsin
 Produced In Wisconsin
 Built In Wisconsin
 Grown In Wisconsin
 Designed In Wisconsin
 Engineered In Wisconsin
 Brewed In Wisconsin

There is no 
cost to use 
this 
certification 
mark. 
Companies 
that wish to 
participate 
fill out a 
simple 
application 
stating how they will use the logo 
and certifying that the product or 
service on which they seek to use 
the mark fulfills program 
requirements.  

The Program complements the 
Wisconsin Department of Trade, 
Agriculture and Consumer 
Projection’s Something Special 
from Wisconsin™ Program, offering 
you two ways to show your state 
pride. For more information, visit 
Made.InWisconsin.com. 

Improved Tools to Aid 
Employers & Job Seekers 
The Wisconsin Department of 
Workforce Development has 
launched additional 
improvements to JobCenterof 
Wisconsin.com, the state's free 
online public labor exchange that 
connects talent with opportunity 
24 hours a day.  

Highlights include: 
 

 The introduction of MyLMI,
which allows users to

customize, access, and store 
searches of labor market info 
to explore careers and drive 
employment decisions based 
on data, forecasts, and skill 
sets 

 New Quick Job Search
options

 Mapping to geographically
locate available talent and
job openings

 A redesigned Workforce
Events Calendar to find
recruitment events

 

Broadband Expansion Grants 
The Public Service Commission of 
Wisconsin is accepting 
applications for Broadband 
Expansion Grants for FY 2017. 
Applications are due June 16, 
2016. Instructions, grant workshop 
locations and additional materials 
can be found on the PSC website.  

If you missed the grant workshop in 
your area, check out the 
online/call-in webinar scheduled 
for Wednesday, May 4, 2016, from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. 

Workshops will help guide 
community participants toward a 
stronger understanding of grant 
guidelines, grant-eligible areas, 
possible public-private partnership 
models, previous grant awardee 
examples, and timelines for grant 
applications.  

Women Veterans Week at 
Camp American Legion 
June 13-17 is the 6th annual 
Women’s Week at the camp 
located on Big Carr Lake in the 
American Legion State Forest.  
Women from all service eras are 
welcome.  There is no cost for food 
and lodging!  Learn more here.

The Northern Office serves as a connection point between communities in 
Northern Wisconsin and the resources of state government. If you are 
looking for information, have a suggestion, or need assistance with 
problem resolution with a state agency, please contact me. I travel 
throughout the 40 county region north of U.S. Highway 10 and can be 
available, with 3 to 4 weeks notice, to attend your meetings and events. 
Keep in touch!  

About the 
Northern 

Office 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/WildlifeHabitat/documents/bearpractice.pdf
http://www.somethingspecialwi.com/
http://www.somethingspecialwi.com/
http://inwisconsin.com/inside-wedc/marketing-in-wisconsin/made-in-wisconsin/?rurl=made
https://jobcenterofwisconsin.com/
https://jobcenterofwisconsin.com/
https://jobcenterofwisconsin.com/LMI/MyLMI.aspx
http://psc.wi.gov/utilityinfo/tele/broadband/grants/bbGrantApplicationPage.htm
http://wilegion.org/view/document/2016_women_veterans.pdf
http://www.somethingspecialwi.com/
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