RICHLAND COUNTY LAND INFORMATION PLAN

2010 UPDATE
As Amended 

I.  EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A. This update is prepared for Richland County by:

The Richland County Land Records Committee

Paul Klawiter, Real Property Lister, (LIO) 181 W. Seminary St., Richland Center, WI 53581, 608-647-3334, klawiterp@co.richland.wi.us
Harriet Pedley, Zoning Administrator, 181 W. Seminary St. Richland Center, WI 53581, 608-647-2447, pedleyh@co.richland.wi.us
Cathy Cooper, County Conservationist, 1850 Bohmann Drive Suite F, Richland Center, WI 53581, 608-647-2100, Cathy.Cooper@wi.nacdnet.net 

Sue Triggs, Register of Deeds, 181 W. Seminary St., Richland Center, WI 53581, 608-647-3011, triggss@co.richland.wi.us
County Web Site:  www.co.richland.wi.us
Richland County Land Records Website:  www.rclrs.net

SUMMARY OF PLAN


The purpose of this document is to update the Richland County Land Information Plan from 2005 as required by the Wisconsin Land Information Program.  It is the intent of the office members listed above to provide the framework of the county’s land modernization plan.  This plan will show how the county has progressed meeting the past goals and objectives and now are planning new goals to constantly update and improve land records.  By addressing the foundational elements, we will explain and detail our initiatives and how we plan on sharing our information with public and private entities.

II. LAND INFORMATION PLAN

A. Goals and Objectives

1.  The broadest goal of the Richland County land records modernization plan is to provide the most up to date and correct land information internally and externally and with the least amount of duplication as possible.  It is our intent to use the funding we have available in the most advantageous way possible to provide the most up to date, accurate, information to users.  We will implement a GIS that provides the most up to date information available and staying in the boundaries of our budgets.

2.  Our more general goals include:
· Prioritize projects that will enhance our Land Records system and best utilize our resources.

· Integrate information between county offices to eliminate duplication
· Make land information available to the public and other governmental agencies 
· Inform and educate the public and others 

· Consistently maintain and update accuracy of information 

· Provide the most current technologies/applications to various departments to improve functions and increased productivity.
3.  We expect to monitor, and fulfill the following criteria as our mapping progresses: 
· Information is readily translatable for use by any state or local agency or public utility. 

· Information is easily retrievable by any state or local agency or public utility.

· Information is geographically referenced for use by any state or local agency or public utility.


The county presently uses a GIS website that provides the county employees and the public with our parcel records system, register of deeds records, a GIS viewer, the Richland County road map, supervisory districts, floodplains and the most current aerial photography.  We also provide a subscription viewer that is available to employees that contains the additional layers of zoning districts, address points, extra-territorial zones, the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway boundaries, past aerial photos and the most current USDA color aerial photos.

All of the above goal and objectives have been achieved by the county using internal resources or WLIP grants.   We are currently not in need of other data from external sources.  The GIS software Richland County uses is Arcview, an industry standard, thereby ensuring accessibility by others.  The maps on our website are in PDF format, also a standard, making them easily available.  Also, the maps are referenced to the Public Land Survey System, assuring that the information is easily accessible.


The county’s operating system environment and database design support our land information goals. Metadata will be a part of parcel maps.  Tax assessment and recording date stored in a SQL database.  The web platform is the means by which our data is shared with the public.

All of the above technology and database designs support the county’s goals and objectives relating to modern and integrated land information that supports Richland County’s vision, mission, goals and strategies.
B. Progress Report on Ongoing Activites and Completed Projects
1.  Parcel mapping project (which was a previous goal, was completed in 2005 and is a GIS layer) is continuing with most of the updates now being done in-house due to our expanded GIS system that includes a GIS technician. 
2.   Orthophotography – 
In 2005, Richland County was part of a 10 county consortium, with Ayres and Associates as project managers to obtain aerial photography.  This project produced a 1” = 1,666 neg. scale, 10,000 AMT, B/W photography with 60% FOL, 30% SOL, on 759 exposures.  the flight took place in the spring of 2005 and the maps were available in 2006.  The county partnered with a local utility, Richland Electric Cooperative, in order to obtain a one-foot resolution rather than 1.5-foot resolution.  
In 2010, a larger consortium was formed and again the county partnered with the same local utility, Richland Electric Cooperative.  This time the orthophotography will be provided in color bandwidths (RGB.).  The following will be the deliverables:

a.  One digital copy of the flight plan, including control layout

b.  DMC Virtual JPEG images (not geo-referenced)

c.  One digital copy of the control report

d.  One digital copy of the analytical aerotriangulation report

e.  Digital orthophotography in Geo TIFF and Mr SID Compressed formats 

As part of this project, Richland County has been a recipient of a 2008 Federal Supplemental Allocation in conjunction with the Wisconsin Department of Commerce’s Community Development Block Grant – Emergency Assistance Program (CDBG-EPA) to obtain LiDAR maps of Richland County.  This project will create highly accurate digital terrain models and contour mapping that could be used to create accurate floodplain maps along with numerous other uses.
3.   Document scanning of records in the Register of Deeds concerning real estate records that began in 2004 and are continued to be scanned into the optical imaging system. 
4.  Tract indexing was completed in 1995 and is ongoing to date.
5.  Remonumentation program that has been an ongoing project since 1974 reached completion in 2008 but will always be updated as more information is recorded.
6.  Address points, centerlines are continually being added to the GIS database.  The county zoning office have updated the GPS units and now have one GeoXH 2008 Series and one GeoXT 2005 Series.  These units were purchased through the Wireless 911 grants.  Capturing structure locations, address points, septic system and well locations are an ongoing activity.  The units will now be used to map non-metallic mining sites. 
We still have issues concerning addresses issued by villages and city and incorporating   them into the county system on a timely basis.  We intend to work toward a goal of having all new addresses applied to the county GIS system at least on a yearly basis.
We continue to work on development and documenting address and road database maintenance procedures in office to share the most current data with the Richland County Sheriff’s Department dispatch staff.

7.  Maintenance of zoning maps on the county GIS and county website is an ongoing project that is updated monthly.  
8.  Permit management in the Zoning Department had in the past been managed by MS Access and has been replaced with a browser based solution that will integrate to the GIS data and has been converted to the new MS SQL Server that was purchased through the Wireless 911 grant.  This update will eliminate performance problems in addition to moving closer to the long term solution of having an integrated system with workflow, performance and GIS integration with concurrent users of the system, including the public.
9.  Computer networking was established in 1996 and was a goal in our previous plan. The county updated the system in 2004 and we still have the land records offices networked along with the Richland County Sheriff’s Department, sharing county addressing, scheduling software and Land Conservation sharing information from the web site. Additionally, we upgraded our tax administration and deeds indexing software environments from the DOS to a new Windows relational database design along with new server hardware.

10. Digital Wetland Inventory Data was purchased from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  These are North American Datum of 83-91 (HPGN) 1:24,000, tiled by PLSS with the projection of Statewide Transverse Mercator.  
11.
On-Line recording began at the Register of Deeds in 2009. To accomplish the availability of documents from the Register of Deeds, the county 
provided an on-line payment service in 2007 where indexes and images are available to the public.  The office has completed back-scanning to 1993 to provide usable information to the public, title companies, etc. 

12. A multi-layered map of the entire county was a previous goal.  A mapping station was installed in 2003.  Office personnel were trained on ArcView software and we are now capable of creating maps multiple layers, including tax parcels, orthophotography, flood plain and zoning districts. 
 13.An ArcPAD Mobile GIS system and GPS units were purchased in 2004 and will be  used to map driveway entrances for the address database, septic systems, wells and generate new centerlines where required. 
14.
The county website that went online in 2002 is used for the establishment of communication with all land information users within or outside county government was a previous goal. 
15. USDA/NRCS soils mapping project that was a part of our original plan is now a layer on our GIS.
16.  Zoning maps were placed on the county’s website subscription viewer in 2008.
17. Comprehensive Planning was begun in 2004 and completed in the fall of 2006. The entire project cost the county $127,500 after receiving a grant of $30,000.00 from the state Department of Administration.
18. Web Based GIS 

The County offered an on-line GIS system linked to their current text based parcel information web application.  This application allows customers to interactively view parcel, floodplains and other GIS layers as well as print maps and view the current text based tax records data as well.  This project began in 2003 and is ongoing.
19. A GIS centric database has been developed and completed by the Land Conservation Department for the department to first define “farms” by operation and then help manage NR151 compliance standards for County farms.  The application will use a GIS interface to develop this “farm” database and track performance standards compliance. 
20.
A PLSS corner database management tool has been developed by the County Surveyor to be used to  manage PLSS remonumentation information by the Contracted County Surveyor.  This database as a link-source for tie sheet scanning and is web access to this information.  
21. Digital Floodplain maps were created in 2006 and placed on the county website.  These maps are for reference only and the official paper maps are still used.

22. The development of a GIS lay to support county highway maintenance  needs has begun.  In 2006 a bridge database was created with WI-DOT specifications for bridge inspections.

C.  New Initiatives
Richland county has chosen these new initiatives to continue our goal of providing cooperation, collaboration and confederation of effort to save money, time, and effort and to avoid duplication of land information  and to make our information as current and usable to the public as possible.  
1. Begin working towards an enterprise type of land information system so that all County Departments recognize the benefits of continuing Land Modernization activities.  This involves the use of MS SQL Server databases and various developmental environments.  These include permitting systems and database development applications for the Planning and Zoning Department, Land Conservation Department and County Surveyor, as these offices have not historically used enterprise style database systems. 

2.  Highway features on our base map serve various purposes.  WE want to show not only where they highways are in general but also want them mapped strictly according to the design of each highway project, whether it involves town, county, state or federal highways.  We also want to involve the County Highway Department in a way that allows them to have databases and GIS applications which facilitate their maintenance needs.
3. Create county plat books in house.  Using WLIP grant funds to purchase Adobe Acrobat Suite software, Richland County intends on creating an environment where the 
county plat books can be created in-house.  Historically, UW Extension, in conjunction 
with 4-H, has sold advertising and hired outside companies to create the plat books. Using our existing GIS information and create graphics with the Adobe software, the county can create our own plat books and keep the revenue source in the county to be shared with the 4-H groups.
4.  Base Farm Tracts

As Richland County nears the adoption of the new rules concerning Farmland Preservation, the county will need to create a GIS layer of base farm tracts.  This information will be critical in providing information to property owners over the coming years as to the development potential of their properties.
5. 
Floodplain zoning 

Include the dam failure analysis for various conservation dams completed by the US Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service on the current Richland County floodplain maps.
  6. Develop GIS layers and SQL databases to support other Department system needs. These departments include, but not limited to the County Surveyor, Planning and Zoning Department, and Land Conservation Departments.  Databases may be used to improve internal Department functions, provide better services to constituents and eventually easier access to information though the County’s web systems.  
7.  2010 Orthophoto and Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) project will provide the county with new and accurate elevation data.  This data will allow us to develop topographic mapping and support future initiatives such as revised floodplain mapping to use in applications such as contour and floodplan mapping.  The project will feature a bare earth LiDAR surface classified point, two foot center digital elevation models and a FEMA control report.
8.  Web GIS Upgrades
The County will need to migrate existing web GIS applications from current ARCIMS technology to ArcGIS Server applications. Applications for the public and higher end applications for specific departments will be built and integrated with future database initiatives.

9. The county has been acquiring new ground control for PLSS corners to support the development of an improved base map. Advances in GPS and survey technology combined with low cost acquisition costs have allowed the county to advance this 
initiative to a point where 70% of the corners have updated values.  The county plans to Upgrade this base framework layer which will be a prelude to updating the parcel layer.

10. We still have issues concerning addresses issued by villages and city and incorporating them into the county system on a timely basis.  We intend to work toward a goal of having all new addresses applied to the county GIS system at least on a yearly basis. We continue to work on development and documenting address and road database 
maintenance procedures in office to share the most current data with the Richland County Sheriff’s Department dispatch staff.

All county committees and the county board expect to see the competitive bid process when a department is proposing a project.  All purchases over $5,000.00 require county board approval.  Many departments would also be involved in the decision making process that would assist the county in making the most cost effective decisions.

D.    Custodial Responsibilities
The following is a list of land information that Richland County is responsible for and the source of that authority: 

1. Real Property Lister:  

Maintains the county’s assessment rolls, tax rolls and other related information including tax parcel maps on the Land Information Server (SQL 2005 Server Manufactured by Microsoft).  Custodial source is §70 and internal policy.

2. Register of Deeds:  

Records deeds, mortgages, plat maps, certified survey maps and other related documents.  Scan above mentioned records into imaging system as they are received and filed the ImageTek Server.  Custodial source is §59.43.

3. 
Zoning Administration:

Maintain zoning maps for unincorporated areas. Custodial source is §59.69

Maintain GIS zoning and related coverage’s.  Custodial source is internal policy.

Maintain county road map and roads database.  Custodial source is internal policy.

Maintain county permit database using Microsoft SQL - 2005.  Custodial source is internal policy.  
Maintain the Richland County Addressing System.  Custodial source is internal policy.

All of the above are on the Land Information Server.

4.  County Conservation:

Conservation plans maintained on a Windows XP based system using Tool Kit software.  This system is networked with federal offices.  Custodial source is intergovernmental agreement.

5.  
County Surveyor:

Maintain information of PLSS corners including monument record forms and section summary sheets. Custodial source is §59.45.

Files private survey maps. Custodial source is §59.45.

Files field notes and other survey source documents.  Custodial sources is §59.45.

Information is kept as hard copy only.
At this time, Richland County is not pursuing any custodial responsibility.  Richland County would consider taking custodial responsibility after review of the Zoning and Land Information Committee and/or Richland County Board of Supervisors and dependent upon resources available to the county.

E.  Framework Data, System Implementation and Statewide Standards
1.  Geographic Reference Frameworks
· Richland County was monumented with approximately 60 points for WIDOT Height Modernization Project. 
· We have been regularly remonumenting section corners of the Public Land Survey System, and continue to acquire corner remonumentation (§ 59.63(1); § 60.84(3)(c)).  Remonumentation Records (§ 59.635(2)(b) and Wis. Admin. Code AE 7.08(2)).  Coordinate Values (FGCC Third Order Class I).

· Geographic Control Data (FGCC Third Order Class II for Horizontal 

· Coordinate Values and Third Order for Elevation Values

· The Richland County Coordinate system is being referenced.
· The DEM for the 2005 flight project was supported by Ortho development only.
·  The DEM for the 2010 flight project will be supported by orthophotography and LiDAR
2.  Orthoimagery and Georeferenced Image Base Data 
a. Photogrammetric base maps

b.
We have available the set of orthophotos of Richland County through the Natural    Resources Conservation Service soil survey project from 1992. We received digital orthophotos in 2006 as a result of the 2005 SW Wisc. consortium (1”=1,666 Neg Scale, 1,000 AMT, B/W photography, 60%FOL, 30%SOL, 20 line, 7599 exposures and will receive an updated set with the same description in 2010 or early 2011.  See B. 2. for further explanation.
c. The County also uses the USGS DRG’s from the WI-DNR when required in the GIS in the WTM coordinate system.

3.  Elevation Data Products and Topographic Base Data 
· 2010 LiDAR will be acquired at 6000’ above mean terrain at an average point spacing of 1.8 meters. 
· Bare earth points and break lines certified to a vertical accuracy of 1.2 ft at 95-percent confidence level and compiled to meet 19-foot horizontal accuracy at 95-percent confidence level.

· FGDC compliant metadata for all digital files in Text and XML format
· An accuracy report that follows FEMA guidelines meeting NSSDA standards with the correct number and type of ground control points.

· DTM and 2 foot contours compatible with the county’s GIS system

· Product will be tiles by PLSS section with 100-foot buffer
4.  Parcel Mapping
The parcel mapping project was completed in early 2005.  The standards that were used to complete this project are:

a.  Section corner recovery and update of section corner tie sheets.

b. Global positioning and conventional survey traverse to obtain coordinates for all corners.  The relative positional accuracy for these positions is 1:50,000.

c. Computerized base parcel maps of 20,000 parcels in 16 townships, 5 villages and one city.  They were developed using coordinate geometry of deeds, surveys and plats.  The base map was generated from the GPS control, existing survey control, and from orthophoto interpreted locations (where necessary).  In some cases where corner locates were extremely remote relative positions were used from the WI-DNR Land Net base maps.  The maps meet national Map Accuracy Standards.  They also include identification of gaps and overlaps, metadata, dimensions, parcel identification numbers, road names, subdivisions and acreage when possible.


d.
To enable the land information to be readily translatable, retrievable, and geographically referenced for use by any level of governmental unit and the public, the base maps are integrated with the County’s assessment and tax rolls using the parcel identification numbers in those rolls.   A digital data file for linking of existing parcel numbers to the WLIB approved parcel numbering system and map displayed numbering system is provided.   There is digital file for topological polygon coverage of parcel data. These files are compatible for input into ArcView.  The parcel maps are geodetically referenced to the Richland County Coordinate System which is mathematically relatable to the North American Datum (NAD) 83(91).  The parcel maps are presently being updated in-house with assistance from MSA Professionals on a yearly contracted basis.

5. Parcel Administration and Assessment Information
a.  The parcel numbering system in Richland County is as follows:

Number

52000-0000-0000

Position

12345-6789-0000

Position numbers 1 and 2 refer to the County number (52, state-assigned)

Position numbers 3, 4, and 5 refer to the municipality number (state-assigned)

Position numbers 6 and 7 refer to the section number

Position numbers 8 and 9 refer to the quarter-quarter numbers (11, 12, 13, 14, 21,22,23,24,31,32,33,34,41,42,43,44)

The last four positions (0000) are more or less arbitrarily assigned.  Four zeros indicate that the quarter-quarter is not divided.  Divisions within the quarter-quarter may be assigned such numbers as 1000,
1100, 2000, 3000, etc.

The town and range information is readily discerned since each municipality is delineated by town and range lines.  

b. As much as warranted, the tax data may be included with the maps, which are customized to individual applications.
6.  Street/Road Centerlines, Address Ranges and Address Points 

The transportation network for Richland County GIS is made up of not only streets, centerline, and highway data as well as bridge points and right-of-way data. Database includes left/right postal, MSAG community, functional class, address ranges, road class, surface type, etc. Road names include alias information. When the centerline layer was developed it was dependent on the MSAG.

The address data is made up of driveway points, address gridlines and a partial layer of structure points which is a project to be completed at a later date. Database includes city code, XY coordinates and other data. We do have layers that include critical infrastructure and landmarks showing the name and type of landmark.

Since 2006 we have had law, fire, ambulance, as well as first responder zones that support the Wireless 911 in the county. Richland County Sheriff’s dispatch center uses digital highway/address maps as well as paper maps. Emergency Government and the Sheriff’s office often depend on the Zoning Office where the GIS technician resides to supply them with maps showing aerial, topography, property line, floodplain, and other data.
This project adheres to county mapping standards and any applicable US Postal Addressing Standards or National Emergency Numbering Standards.
Development of centerline database for specific features that impact the Richland Highway Department.  Databases will be developed for features to support Departmental activities regarding bridges, culverts, signs and roads.  Where applicable, the County will use WI-DOT standards is support of data development and maintenance activities.
7.  Hydrography, Hydrology and Wetland Mapping

We purchased the wetland boundary maps (1983) from the DNR and have it as a layer in our GIS.  (WI§23.32)

Trout streams in Richland County are a GIS layer.

We do not have hydrography, watersheds, hydrogeology, and impacts on the environment as layers at this time.

8.  Soils Mapping, Land Cover and other Natural Resource Data

a. In 2002, the USDA/NRCS completed the soil mapping project that was a part of our original plan. All soil data was provided to the county in digital format and is now a layer in our GIS.
b. As a future project the county intends on creating a GIS layer of non-metallic mining land use
c. At this time the county does not have information concerning land cover, geology, hydrogeology, endangered resources or sources of environmental impacts as GIS layers.  We do use other sources of information such as other governmental websites (DNR, USGS, NRCS, etc.) to gain information. We have the 2008 USDA color photos, leave on, on the county’s website.
d. The County is tasked with the management of rural waste disposals systems for both residential and farm operations. The proximity of these sites as they relate to environmentally sensitive areas, such as wetlands and waterways makes it important for the County to properly manage the data.  By developing database systems to more effectively manage this information will allow the use of the data in a GIS environment and ultimately provide better protection of these areas. 
9.  Land Use Mapping
a. The mapping of existing land uses is done through our zoning districts maps at this time.

The Land Conservation Department has mapped the recreational trail in the Richland     County Ash Creek Community Forest using UTM Zone 15 coordinate system.
The County completed their Comprehensive Land Use Plan and adopted it in 2007.   Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission created maps for local jurisdictions during the process.
The County’s assessment database is designed to include the Dept. of Revenue Land Use Classification assessment code for land valuation but we do not have any maps from local governments applying any Department of Revenue Lane Use Classification System.
b. The County plans to begin the database development process for regulation of land use through a zoning database.  The new database will assist with land use management and also help with information accessibility.


he 2010 orthophotography/LiDAR project will assist the county greatly in any future land use mapping projects.

Our mapping meets Richland County standards.

10.   Zoning Mapping
a. Digital zoning district maps were completed in early 2005 following the completion of the parcel mapping project and will be amended as necessary.  The maps are available on the subscription viewer of our county website.
b. Richland County recently applied for a grant from the DNR concerning shorelands.  A portion of the dollars requested will go toward a GIS layer creation of stream centerlines to assist in creating a shoreland layer.  This project will be completed by MSA Professional Services.  At this time, we refer to the USGS Quadrangle maps.

c. Digital floodplain maps are a GIS layer and are available to the public via the county website as a reference.  The FEMA/FIRM paper maps are still the official map.  We also use the use information from the FEMA and DNR websites.
d.
We do not have environmental corridors, burial sites, archeological sites, historic/cultural sites mapped at this time.

11.  Election and Administration

 
We have the following information as layers on our GIS that adhere to local standards:
· Election (voting district) boundaries

· Some sanitary utility districts (sanitary districts and school districts are coded in parcel database and can be generated from the parcel GIS environment)
· School Districts

· Agency administrative districts and Zip Codes

· All civil divisions

· County boundaries

We do not have the following information as layer on our GIS

· Legislative districts

· Tax incremental financing districts
· Census geographies

· Public Administered Lands

· Native American Lands

· State outline

· Lake Districts

12.  Critical Infrastructure and Facilities Management

a. Emergency service areas are now a digital layer in our GIS.
b.
The Richland County Sheriff’s Department presently uses CML software and networking equipment for the 911 system.  If we are successful with the grant they plan on expanding using the same company for the wireless 911 system. (Bob is getting me information for this) Richland County has one 911 call center that services the entire county.

c.  Fire/Police District but not stations are a GIS layer

d. Hospitals, healthcare facilities, government facilities, utilities, transit systems are not mapped at this time.
e.  Bridges, culverts, and road signs are a GIS layer

f. Airport and airfields, harbors are not mapped at this time but boat landings are a GIS layer.

g. The Land Conservation Department has mapped the recreational trail in the Richland  County Ash Creek Community Forest. The Pine River Bike Trail and Richland County Snowmobile trails are a GIS layer.
13.  Data Base Design  
The current database environment in Richland County varies within the County.  The tax/assessment and Register of Deeds indexing software was upgraded to a Windows environment from the original DOS/flat file system implemented in 1993.  The data is housed in a SQL database environment where other programmed utilities are used to create the necessary reports and forms as required by regulating agencies (DOR).The database has been augmented by the acquisition of export tool utilities to meet the Strategic Initiative Grant format adopted a few years ago by the WLIB. This tool and others have been used to extract the necessary information for public access on the County’s Land Records database.  
a. Design Evaluation.  The County plans to continue evaluating existing database design issues as the existing parcel administration and deed indexing system is proprietary and thus has limitations.

b.  Project Approach.  There is no defined approach at this time.

c.
Timeline.  No timeline as has been determined but the County may choose to review certain aspects within the next 5 years.

d. Metadata. The County plans to maintain a metadata for GIS related information.

e. Security/Privacy.  The County has allowed for public requests to withhold specific information on the Land Records Web Site since beginning to publish tax information in 2003. To data no one has requested information removal.

f. Implementation Strategy.  To date the County has not developed an implementation strategy.

g. Data Structure Format.  The current data structure involves the use of GIS shape files for the various data classes with different feature sets.

h. GIS Data Model.  The County will re-evaluate the current model as it applies to the new geodatabase format that will need to be used with next couple of years.  While no formal model has been adopted the County will review the parcel model as provided by ESRI with some adjustments most likely.

i. Organizational Flows.  The processes would be determined as part of a larger design strategy that the County may try and accomplish over the next few years.  The County will be evaluating processes as they pertain to addressing, permitting and information exchange as part of necessary maintenance tasks.
(l., m., o., and p. from the instructions are not addressed at this time.)
F.  Public Access

We facilitate access of our information through three public access terminals (County Treasurers, Real Property Listing and the Register of Deeds offices).  These terminals are “view only” and the system is backed up on a daily basis.  Our Microsoft 2007 network system has a built in security system.  We also provide a county web site and offer information on compact discs.

The entire tax information is available on our web site and any property owner can request their name be deleted if they chose to do so.  Our website information is copyrighted and hard copies or digital copies may be purchased.  The county has standards of cost recovery and prices for different types of information.  These standards are approved by the Rules and Resolutions Committee and the Richland County Board of Supervisors. We use the retained $2.00 fee for the maintenance of our web site and will continue to use those funds for future enhancements such as providing a link to the Register of Deeds departmental website.
Richland County adheres to the Wisconsin Open Records Law.

G.  Integration and Cooperation
1. Richland County has always supported integration and cooperation with activities of municipalities, county offices, other counties and the general public relating to land records modernization.  We currently have a memorandum of understanding with the City of Richland Center.
2. 
We are looking forward to working with and sharing information with area counties and two area utilities in our orthophoto project and all of the jurisdictions involved in land use planning.

3. 
As we gain on our mapping projects, it is our intention to provide the public with access to these projects through our web page or in another digital format for their use.  

4. 
We have an ongoing project with the Richland County Sheriff’s Department to update our county address system along with the wireless 911 project.

H. Communication, Education, Training and Facilitated Technical Assistance 
1. Richland County has access to WLIP Information Clearinghouse and technical assistance.  The county provides educational experiences to each office through meetings, seminars and various training sessions.    

2. Resources available to the County include our GIS consultant (MSA Professionals), ESRI, and attending any available conferences or training sessions.

3. The county is constantly weighing the needs of the community against costs of various projects to determine where our dollars can be best spent.

4. We will coordinate with various agencies, association and education institutions concerning education as they become available as long as they are pertinent to our projects.

5. We have used our GIS to assist various county jurisdictions in their planning efforts.

6. We participate in the Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance List Server.

7. Prior to the county’s mapping program the dollars expended from WLIA for education have been used to attend the WLIA Conference. Since our  mapping program began that money has been spent to send personnel for ESRI training (ArcView) at various locations in Wisconsin.

No standards have been adopted; however, county membership in the land info technical assistance email listserv (DOA-Landinfo@lists.wi.gov) is required in order to participate in the WLIP. 

I.  Administrative Standards Not Associated With Foundational Element


This plan is an agreement between Richland County and the Wisconsin Land Information Board.  It is our intention to accomplish the objective of this program as described in the enabling legislation.  In order for a plan to be acceptable to the Wisconsin Land Information Board and Richland County both agree and consent as follows below.

1. The county agrees to observe and follow the statutes relating to the Wisconsin Land     Information Program and other relevant statutes.

2. The county agrees to permit the Wisconsin Department of Administration access to books, records and projects for inspection and audit.
3.  The county agrees to complete the Annual WLIP Survey.

4.  The county agrees to update the plan every 5 years and in the interim if the plan should 

change.

5.  The Board agrees to facilitate technical assistance to the county including an on-line   

Technical Assistance Service.
   6.  The County acknowledges a peer review process to assess plan acceptability by the land information community.
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