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State coastal programs have managed this vital resource 
since passage of the Coastal Zone Management Act in 
1972, coordinating and balancing the needs of diverse 
stakeholders. From shipping lanes and ports, to bike lanes 
and parks, our coasts provide resources for a vast range of 
competing interests vital to our way of life.

Coastal States Organization
Hall of the States 

444 North Capitol St., NW, Suite 638 
Washington, DC 20001

(202) 508-3860 
www.coastalstates.org
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Over half of Americans live, work 
and play along the U.S. coastal zone, 
and our coasts constitute a majority 
of the nation’s economy. 

Contact: Michael Friis
Program Manager

Wisconsin Coastal Management Program
Wisconsin Department of Administration

Division of Intergovernmental Relations
101 East Wilson Street, 9th Fl.

Post Office Box 8944
Madison, WI  53708-8944

Phone: (608) 267-7982
Fax: (608) 267-6917

coastal@wisconsin.gov
http://coastal.wisconsin.gov

MAINTAINING A VITAL AMERICAN RESOURCE: 

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT

 2.5 MILLION+ PEOPLE 
LIVE IN A W.I. COASTAL 
WATERSHED COUNTY

WISCONSIN HAS 
820 MILES  
OF COASTLINE

OVER 45% OF W.I.’S 
G.D.P. COMES FROM 

COASTAL WATERSHED 
COUNTIES

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT IN 

WISCONSIN

•	 To improve the implementation and enforcement of existing state regulatory and 
management policies and programs

•	 To improve the coordination of existing policies and activities of governmental 
units and planning agencies for key coastal uses and areas

•	 To strengthen local governmental capabilities to initiate and continue effective 
coastal management consistent with state standards

•	 To advocate for the sustainable use of the coastal environment and the 
recognition of the uniqueness of the coastal environment in federal, state, and 
local policies.

•	 To increase public awareness and opportunity for citizens to participate in 
decisions affecting the Great Lakes resources

The Wisconsin Coastal 
Management Program’s 
mission is to preserve, protect, 
develop and where possible, 
to restore or enhance, the 
resources of Wisconsin’s 
coastal area for this and 
succeeding generations, with 
governmental coordination and 
public involvement, giving due 
consideration to the linkages 
and impacts to resources of 
inland areas.

The current goals and objectives of the 
coastal program are to:

FEDERAL FUNDS: 
STATE AND MATCHING FUNDS: 

TOTAL: 

$2,160,000
$1,992,000 
$4,152,000

Coastal Zone Managements Grants are funded by NOAA and located in the Commerce, Justice, and 
Science Appropriation Bills.



WHERE THE WATER MEETS THE LAND: FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL COLLABORATION IN WISCONSIN

In 2015, who received the funds?

KEY PRIORITIES FOR 2016

Wisconsin 2015 Highlights 
and Outcomes

In 2015, how was the money spent?

Secure Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funds.

Continued funding for Coastal Management Program grants, and reauthorization of the Coastal 
Zone Management Act.

1.

2.

The Wisonsin Coastal Managment Program is part of 
the Department of Administration

Awarded grants totaling $1.6 million to nonprofit organizations, 
local, state and tribal governments to help fund 38 projects totaling 
$3.6 million with matching and leveraged funds. 

Facilitated a community-led initiative to nominate a 
National Marine Sanctuary in Lake Michigan. 

Leveraged local and state funding with USGS 
to collect lidar and derived elevation data 
for the 3D Elevation Program (3DEP), which 
will support the Digital Coast initiative and 
improve community resiliency.

Implemented the Wisconsin Clean Marina Program. 
Recertified 3 marinas with another 13 marinas pledged.

1.

3.

4.

2.

Additional Partners
•	 Lake Superior National Estuarine Research 

Reserve
•	 	Door County 
•	 	City of Washburn
•	 	Northland College
•	 	Milwaukee County
•	 	Town of Russell
•	 	Wisconsin Wetlands Association
•	 	City of Bayfield
•	 	City of Two Rivers
•	 	City of Kenosha
•	 	Urban Ecology Center
•	 	Menomonee Valley Partners

Was awarded a $200,000 Coastal and 
Estuarine Land Conservation Grant to protect 
land that will reduce sedimentation in the St. 
Louis River Area of Concern.

5.

FEDERAL FUNDS: 
STATE AND MATCHING FUNDS: 

TOTAL: 

$2,160,000
$1,992,000 
$4,152,000

Coastal Zone Managements Grants are funded by NOAA and located in the Commerce, Justice, and 
Science Appropriation Bills.

Coordination and Public Involvement: 
•	Provided technical assistance and outreach 

to the public via Coastal Regional Planning 
Commissions (RPCs)

•	Funded core Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources waterway and wetland 
permitting staff in coastal counties

•	Provided outreach and education about 
climate change impacts and adaptation 
through targeted programs in Native 
American communities.

Coastal Hazards: 
•	Evaluated Lake Michigan erosion areas to 

assist local governments with planning and 
waterfront redevelopment decision-making.

Public Access: 
•	Improved and enhanced waterfront parks in 

three communities. 
•	Provided handicap-accessible access to a 

Lake Michigan beach.

Coastal Water Quality Protection: 
•	Inventoried and prioritized green infrastruction 

opportunities in an urban watershed of Milwaukee. 
•	Completed plans or installed improvements to improve 

water quality at three coastal beaches.

Coastal Habitat Conservation and Restoration: 
•	Completed plans for removing fish barriers in the 

Menomonee River in Milwaukee County.
•	Removed invasive plants from a joint city park and nature 

preserve.

Community Planning and Development: 
•	Developed a riverfront redevelopment design, identified 

local ordinance changes to implement green design and 
infrastructure and wetland protection. 	 45%

1%

18%

19%

7%

10%

State Partnerships:
•	Department of Natural Resources: permitting 

staff; wetland inventory
•	University of Wisconsin: teacher training; Native 

American education about climate change.
•	Wisconsin Historical Society: shipwreck and 

maritime history outreach 

Community Grants:
•	City of Racine: accessible beach 

project
•	City of Sturgeon Bay: waterfront 

public access redevelopment
•	City of Ashland: beach water quality 

education

Other Partnerships: (includes 
Federal partnerships)

•	Milwaukee Riverkeeper: fish passage 
removal inventory and design plans

•	Clean Wisconsin: urban water quality 
and redevelopment community 
involvement

Community and Other Technical Assistance:
•	Regional Planning Commissions: community 

technical and planning assistance

31%

14%
18%

37%


