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Executive Summary 

 
This report contains workers’ compensation and property claims information for Fiscal Year 13 (FY13) to help state agencies assess 

and direct their safety efforts.   
 
The State of Wisconsin experienced a 3.1% decrease in the number of employee workplace injury claims in FY13 as the number of 

claims decreased from 2,876 claims in Fiscal Year 2012 (FY12) to 2,786. The state experienced a 46.9% decline in number of claims over 
the past 20 years from 5,247 in Fiscal Year 93 (FY93) to 2,786 in FY13.  The state experience a 16.1% decrease in total claims over the 
past five years.   
 
 The number of Lost Time and Hazardous Duty claims, which result in lost work time of more than three days, also decreased from 
612 in FY12 to 602 in FY13 representing a 1.7% decrease. Over the last 20 years the number of Lost Time and Hazardous Duty claims 
has decreased 64% when the state experienced 1,684 claims in FY93.  Over the past five years the state also experienced a 7.5% decrease 
in Lost Time and Hazardous Duty claims. 
 
 The cost of claims increased 3.8% in FY13 from $14,723,035 in FY12 to $15,283,243. Temporary and permanent wage 
replacement costs increased 20.6% in FY13, while medical costs increased 6.9%.  Since FY93, temporary and permanent wage 
replacement costs have decreased by 9.5% from $ 5,767,296 to $ 5,213,875, while medical costs have increased 69.9% from $6,123,250 
to $ 10,403,766.  Although the number of claims continues to decrease we are projecting an increase in claim costs for FY14. 
 
 The state continues its recent trend of large property losses as we experienced a $6 million fire loss at UW Madison and a $2.9 
million floor loss at UW Stout in FY13.  That follows the $21 million flood loss at UW Superior in FY12.  These losses resulted in a 
substantial increase in our excess property insurance premium from $2.7 million to $4.7 million.  The renewal also increased the annual 
aggregate self-insured retention from $4 million to $5 million. 
  
 
 The number of state agency property claims, excluding automobile, remained flat from the previous year at 256 claims.  The 
number of claims still remains 35% above the number of claims experience in FY09. 
 
 The large property losses and the substantial increase in excess property premiums will result in an overall premium increase to 
the agencies of 5%.  A focus on property loss control will become a priority in the coming years as well as continued focus on providing a 
safe workplace and hold agency managers, supervisors and employees accountable for following safety rules and regulations. 
 
 We request you review the results for your agency and share this information with management.  Risk Management staff look 
forward to working together to continue to promote and enhance safety and risk control in protecting our employees and state property 
and providing a safe working environment.  Thank you for your support over the past 20 years and your continued commitment. 
 
         Rollie Boeding 
                                                                                            Director of State Risk Management 
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State of Wisconsin 
Workers’ Compensation Injury and Illness Claims FY 2009 – 2013 

Includes FY93 Data 
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State of Wisconsin 

Workers’ Compensation Injury and Illness Claim Numbers by Agency FY 2009 – 2013 
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State of Wisconsin  

Workers’ Compensation Top Ten Injury and Illness Claims and Dollars Paid FY 2012 - 2013 
  

FY 12 FY13 FY12 FY13 Leading Causes of Injuries in FY 13 
# of Injuries # of Injuries Dollars Paid Dollars Paid 

Slip, Trip, or Fall 497 695 3,702,535 4,189,900 
Lifting, Moving, or Restraining Load 588 430 4,525,987 4,361,917 
Object 362 322 836,854 797,677 
Motion of Individual 286 264 1,621,373 1,797,330 
Person(s) 233 242 1,247,881 1,579,697 
Sharps Injury 158 130 112,283 181,889 
Hazardous Substances 144 116 121,552 180,781 
Repetitive Motion 105 116 384,295 272,555 
Vehicle 68 82 772,919 876,500 
Plants or Animals 86 64 56,038 29,706 
All Other Causes 349 325 1,341,317 1,015,291 

Total 2876 2786 14,723,035 15,283,243 
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State of Wisconsin  

Workers’ Compensation Top Ten Injury and Illness Claims and Dollars Paid FY 2012 - 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 

Trends in Workers’ Compensation Injuries and Illnesses for FY 2012 - 2013 
Medical, Lost Time, and Hazardous Duty 

 
Year  July  August  September October November December January February March April May June Total 
FY 12 256 288 219 255 226 196 274 221 237 210 243 251 2,876 
FY 13 233 276 220 241 196 211 255 279 256 205 206 208 2,786 
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State of Wisconsin 

Injury and Illness Incidence Rates per 100 Employees FY 2009 - 20131 
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________________ 
1 Injury and illness incidence rates are calculated by dividing the total number of injuries by the number of employees 
(using employee equivalent methodology) and then multiplying this number by 100 in order to obtain the calculated 
incidence rate per 100 employees. 
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State of Wisconsin 

Injury and Illness Incidence Rates per 100 Employees by Agency FY 2009 - 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 
Breakdown of Injuries and Illness Incidence Rates per 100 Employees by Agency FY 2012 - 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 
Workers’ Compensation Lost Time and Hazardous Duty Claims FY 2009 – 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 
Workers’ Compensation Lost Time and Hazardous Duty Claims by Agency FY 2009 – 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 
Trends of Lost Time and Hazardous Duty Injuries and Illnesses FY 2012 – 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 
Workers’ Compensation Lost Time and Hazardous Duty 

Incidence Rates per 100 Employees FY 2009 - 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 
Workers’ Compensation Lost Time and Hazardous Duty Incidence Rates per 100 Employees by Agency 

FY 2009 – 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 
Breakdown of Workers’ Compensation Lost Time and Hazardous Duty Incidence Rates by Agency FY 2012 - 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 
Workers’ Compensation Claims Paid FY 2009 - 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 
Workers’ Compensation Paid Claims by Agency FY 2009 – 2013 

 

 
_________ 
Please Note:   Negative results are derived from recoveries such as subrogation of third party suits, and settlements of disputes 
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State of Wisconsin 
Workers’ Compensation Claims Split Between Indemnity, Medical, and Expense1 Costs  

FY 2009 - FY2013 
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1 Expenses are fees not defined as employee benefits, but incurred claim adjusting fees, including peer medical reviews, independent medical 
exams, medical case management, investigations, loss of earnings evaluations, and medical file copying charges. 



 

State of Wisconsin 
Costs Distribution per Top 10 Causes of Injuries and Illnesses FY 2012 – 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 
Property Claims Excluding Auto2 FY 2009– 2013 

 

190

295

257 256

233

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

FY 09 FY 10 FY 11 FY 12 FY 13

Fiscal Year

P
ro

pe
rty

 C
la

im
s

 

                                                       

  21

2 Auto is excluded for comparison purposes as it was determined that as not all agencies have auto property exposure, any numbers in this area 
would be skewed. 



 

State of Wisconsin 
Property Claims Excluding Auto by Agency for FY 2009 – 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 
Property Loss Incidence Rates Excluding Auto FY 2009 – 20133 
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3 Property loss incidence rates calculated by dividing the total number of claims per agency by the property valuation per agency and then 
multiplying this number by 1,000,000 in order to obtain the calculated incidence rate per $1,000,000 of property valuation.  Property incidence 
rates rounded to three decimal places. 



 

State of Wisconsin  
Property Loss and Incidence Rates Excluding Auto by Agency FY 2009 – 2013 
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State of Wisconsin 
Breakdown of Property Loss Incidence Rates Excluding Auto by Agency for FY 2012 - 2013 
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Glossary 
 
Injury and Illness Definitions 
 
Hazardous Substance 

Person is exposed to a possibly harmful substance, and the route of exposure is not via a sharps injury. 
 
Lifting, Moving or Restraining Load 

The event causing the injury is primarily due to exerting a force against a load. 
 
Motion of Individual  

Includes any event where a person engages in bodily motion that in itself causes an injury. 
 

Object 
The event causing the injury is primarily due to an encounter with a physical structure, object, or projectile where no 
vehicle, machinery or heavy equipment is involved. 
 

Person(s) 
The event causing the injury is primarily due to an encounter with a person(s) where there is no vehicle involved. 
 

Plant or Animal 
The event leading to the need for medical attention is primarily due to the body’s physiological reaction to a plant- or animal- 
derived substance. 

 
Repetitive Motion  

The event causing the injury is primarily due to a duty that involves repetitive motion. 
 

Sharps 
The event causing the injury is primarily due to potential exposure to a substance by injection due to an injury with a 
contaminated object that penetrates the skin, mucous membrane, or eyes. 
 

Slip, Trip, or Fall  
The event causing the injury is primarily due to a loss of balance, perhaps due to a slip, trip, or stumble that leads to a fall 
or near fall. 
 

Vehicle / Other Miscellaneous Modes of Transportation 
Includes any event where a person is injured during a vehicle accident, whether the person in inside or outside of the 
vehicle.  The vehicle is used primarily for transportation and does not include motorized equipment.  
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Other Applicable Information 
 
Fiscal Year: 

 
Fiscal Year for the State of Wisconsin: 
FY 2013 = 07/01/2012 – 06/30/2013 
FY 2012 = 07/01/2011 – 06/30/2012 
FY 2011 = 07/01/2010 – 06/30/2011 
FY 2010 = 07/01/2009 – 06/30/2010 
FY 2009 = 07/01/2008 – 06/30/2009 
 

*Important Notes: 
 

1. Incidence rate is not a true measure of comparing performance between different agencies.  Instead, it helps in 
determining progress within each agency over the years.  See note five for a clarification as to any fluctuations in 
incidence rate of the departments mentioned. 

 
2. Beginning in Fiscal Year 2009, BSRM compiles risk management data for the Benchmark Report during the first 

week of August. Previous reports contained data collected a month later than this time. 
 

3. The Legislature data includes data from all legislative bureaus and as such, the incidence rate for FY 2011 and FY 
2012  is skewed from the previous years' data.  Also, the Legislative Audit Bureau is no longer listed separately, 
effective FY 2011. 
 

4. The Judicial Commission and Judicial Council loss data was added in FY11, which is the reason for the difference 
of 3 from FY10's equivalent employee totals. 
 

5. In FY 2012, the Department of Regulation and Licensing was renamed the Department of Safety and Professional 
Services (DSPS).  Also, a majority of the Department of Commerce employees were incorporated into DSPS.  Other 
employees transferred to the Department of Administration (DOA) and the Department of Agriculture, Trade, and 
Consumer Protection (DATCP).  The remaining employees went to another new agency, the Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation (WEDC), which is a public-private corporation that replaced the state Department of 
Commerce (Commerce).  The WEDC employees will not be considered state employees in the FY 2012 data. 
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