
NOTE: If you are notified that you will 
be displaced, it is important that you DO 
NOT move before you learn what you 
must do to receive the relocation 
payments and other assistance to which 
you are entitled. 
 
 
 
This pamphlet is published by the 
Wisconsin Department of Administration 
in cooperation with the Attorney General 
pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 32.26(6). It is not 
intended to be a substitute for legal 
assistance. A displacing agency must 
make this pamphlet available to a 
displaced person before beginning the 
acquisition of the property for the public 
project. 
 
 
 
The Department of Administration does 
not discriminate on the basis of disability 
in the provision of services or in 
employment. If you need this printed 
material interpreted in a different form, 
or if you need assistance in using DOA 
services, please contact us. Our address 
and phone number are listed below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public project: An activity/program receiving 
public financial assistance and involving: 
• Real property acquisition; 
• Rehabilitation or conversion; 
• Demolition within a designated redevelopment 
or blight removal area established by a formal 
government action; or 
• A related public construction/improvement 
project receiving federal financial assistance 
covered under federal relocation regulation. 
NOTE: A public project does not include 
displacement caused by natural disasters or 
voluntary sales.  
 

RELOCATION PLAN 
A displacing agency must prepare, submit and 
have the Department of Administration (DOA) 
approve a relocation plan before initiating 
negotiations. The plan describes estimated 
relocation payments and advisory assistance, 
indicating whether displaced persons can be 
adequately relocated. 
 

ADVISORY SERVICES 
The displacing agency must provide sufficient 
relocation assistance to displaced persons. By 
way of ongoing interaction, the agency can 
provide tailored services to help in your move 
including: finding suitable replacement housing; 
relocation payment eligibility; move 
arrangements; filing relocation claims; and 
providing appeal procedure information. 

 
RELOCATION PAYMENTS 

Whether you are a displaced owner or tenant 
you may be entitled to relocation, moving and 
other payments. These may include move costs, 
search costs, housing replacement and 
incidental expenses.  
NOTE:  If federal and state/local dollars are 
involved in the project, the displaced person is 
eligible for the higher benefit amount. 
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This brochure is a summary of services 
and payments available for residential 
owners and tenants who are required to 
move for public projects. For more 
details on state relocation law and 
regulations, please contact the 
displacing agency or refer to: Wis. Stat. 
ss. 32.185 - 32.27 & Wis. Adm Code 
Ch. 92 
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INTRODUCTION 
When an agency undertakes a public 
improvement project, it may be necessary to 
move people from their homes. If a public 
project displaced you, the displacing agency 
must provide certain benefits and services to 
ensure minimum loss and inconvenience. This 
brochure aims to help you understand your 
rights if you are displaced from your home. 
NOTE: Aliens not lawfully present in the U.S. 
are NOT eligible for relocation assistance. 

 
RELOCATION TERMS 

Comparable dwelling: Decent, safe and 
sanitary; functionally equivalent; adequate in 
size; reasonable access to public services and 
employment; typical in size; available; within 
financial means; and in a good environment. 
 
Displacing agency: A condemnor, state agency, 
political subdivision of the state, developer, or 
any other person carrying out a publicly assisted 
project that causes a person to be displaced. 
 
Displaced person: A person who moves real or 
personal property: 
• As a direct result of a property being 

acquired for a public project; or 
• As a result of property rehabilitation, 

conversion, demolition or other related 
displacing activity, if a tenant, and is 
permanently displaced. 

 
Initiation of negotiations: In acquisition 
projects, the date the displacing agency initially 
contacts a real property owner and makes a 
written monetary offer to purchase the property. 
In non-acquisition projects, the date the 
displacing agency makes its initial funding or 
other commitment to the project that may cause 
displacement, or the date a person receives 
actual or constructive notice that the person will 
actually be displaced. 
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Wisconsin 
Relocation Rights 

Wisconsin Relocation Office 
Division of Energy, Housing and 

Community Resources 
Department of Administration 

101 E. Wilson Street 
Madison, WI 53707 

Phone (608) 261-8404 
Email: Amanda.Mott@wisconsin.gov 

http://www.doa.state.wi.us/Divisions/Housing 
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Residential 

http://www.doa.state.wi.us/Divisions/Housing
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